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Table Tennis 

Times  

 

A quarterly, independent, magazine from the world of English Table Tennis 

Issue 24     Editorial                 Autumn 2021 

After a few false dawns in the last year table tennis is back as is witnessed by this bumper edition of 
Table Tennis Times. 

We have been busy following all the tournaments over the last three months, watching an ever-
increasing number of events that are shown via the internet and collating the results. Some are better 
than others at scheduling and it can become quite frustrating especially when expecting to see English 
players at a certain time only to find the match before has not even started. 

It does seem that most international events have come to terms with the ongoing Covid-19 situation 
and are coping with increased safety disciplines. The new normal! 

Elsewhere in this edition there is another welcome guest contribution from Graham Frankel which 
describes how the inspiration for his book “Ping!” came out of the research he was doing when 
scanning all the editions of Table Tennis News – a huge resource for everyone. This is followed by a 
review of Graham’s second book, this time a novel set around table tennis which is highly 
recommended. 

There is also the ongoing look at table tennis in the 60’s and 70’s through the eyes of Ken and Karenza 
Mathews, this time concentrating on the England Team visit to China in 1973. 

Another regular feature “What was Happening” looks back to 1961 when the first world 
championships in any sport were held in China. This ties in with the visit by ITTF officials to China in 
1959. Nora Vint accompanied husband, Bill, the ITTF Treasurer, and kept a record of the trip. The first 
part is transcribed and contains some fascinating insights. 

We pay tribute to the remarkable career of Vladimir Samsonov who has announced his retirement. 

A while ago we came across a new Table Tennis News, a weekly publication from the West Midlands 
which contains local and national news and is well worth the read. 

As mentioned at the beginning a bumper edition which we hope you will enjoy as the summer fades 
and autumn evenings draw in. 

Best wishes 
 
Diane and Harvey Webb  
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European Youth Championships 
All photos courtesy of the ETTU 

 

The European Youth Championships were split into two to minimise contact due to Covid-19. The new 

Junior age at U19 was held from 18th-24th July 2021 and the U15 (Cadet) from 27th July -2nd August 

2021, both were held in Varazdin, Croatia. 

Junior Events 

Covid-19 had an impact on the England teams as some players tested positive and others had to self-

isolate before the start of the competition. This meant only two junior girls were able to take part as 

it was too late to enter replacements. A minimum of three was required to make a team so it left the 

girls with only the individual events to play in. Amy Marriott and Jasmin Wong were the two players 

who were unable to travel leaving Mari Baldwin and Charlotte Bardsley in the tournament. 

 

Joe Cope and Louis Price for the Junior Boys were also not able to travel to Croatia but it was possible 

to substitute them and so it gave an opportunity for Naphong Boonyaprapa and Toby Ellis who were 

ranked just below them on the England Junior Ranking List. Amirul Hussain and Ben Piggott made up 

the quartet. 

 

Junior Boys’ Team  

Starting in Group H, the first match was against Finland with some close matches but the end result 

was a 3-2 loss. Ben Piggott won 1 and lost 1, Naphong Boonyaprapa won his match and Amirul Hussain 

lost both his matches. Next up was Ukraine and this was a straight 3-0 loss with Piggott, Boonyaprapa 

and Toby Ellis the three English players. 

 

With two losses in the group stage England were in the knock-out part of the draw for 31-38th place. 

Another close match but another 3-2 loss against Austria, Piggott (1-1), Boonyaprapa (0-2), Hussain 

(1-0) which meant the next match against Bosnia-Herzegovina was for 35-38th place. England’s first 

win as Piggott, Hussain and Ellis all won their matches. The final match against Lithuania was close and 

another win, 3-2, with the players this time being Piggott (1-1), Hussain (1-1) and Ellis (1-0), this left 

England in 35th place.  

 

     
Naphong Boonyaprapa, Amirul Hussain, Benjamin Piggott 

 

Junior Boys’ Singles 

Toby Ellis and Amirul Hussain both lost their first group matches but Naphong Boonyaprapa had a 

better result with a 3-0 win although not so successful in his second match. Piggott too, lost his first 

group match but won his second. Ellis and Hussain both lost their second matches and so neither 

progressed to the knock-out stage. This left Boonyaprapa and Piggott to go through into the main 

draw. Unfortunately, both were eliminated in the first round, the Round of 128. 
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Junior Girls’ Singles 

Mari Baldwin entered the fray but went down 3-1 in her first group match but had a better result in 

the second match where the win put her through into the main draw, Round of 128. As with the boys 

this was as far as she got and so it was left to Charlotte Bardsley who entered the singles in the Round 

of 64 to fly the flag for England. The first match went well with a 3, 5, 4, 3 win but that was Bardsley’s 

only victory as she lost 7, 4, 6, 6 to France’s Camille Lutz in her following match.  

 

Junior Boys’ Doubles 

Naphong Boonyaprapa and Toby Ellis started their campaign with a 3-1 success in the Round of 128 

and so proceeded to the last 64 where they were joined by Benjamin Piggott and Amirul Hussain 

where both pairs succumbed 3-0 and 3-1 respectively. The end of the tournament for the boys. 

 

Junior Girls’ Doubles  

Charlotte Bardsley and Mari Baldwin received a bye into the 

Round of 64 where they had a good 3-1 win against a 

Slovakian pair, their good run continued after they beat a 

duo from Portugal but then fell to the number 1 seeds, Ivet 

Ilieva from Bulgaria with Ilona Sztwiertnia from Poland 7, 7, 

9. Nevertheless a good effort from what is probably a new 

partnership.  

 

Junior Mixed Doubles 

Hussain and Baldwin paired up and met a Croatian pair in their first match in the Qualifying Round but 

it was the home nation’s players who had the win 6, -9, 8, -4, 11. Piggott with Bardsley had no better 

result in their first match, Round of 128, and were beaten 7, 3, 4. 

 

Cadet Boys’ Team 

As with the juniors, changes had to be made to the teams due to Covid-19 problems and the original 

three of Connor Green, Jakub Piwowar and James Hamblett were replaced with Joseph Hunter, who 

had played so well to win the Cadet Boys’ National Championship title, and Adam Dennison who was 

a losing Semi-finalist in that tournament. Only two players were needed for the team event at Cadet 

level. In the group of three all teams won one match but after a count back it was England who finished 

in bottom position which left them competing for 29th-35th place. A good win against Latvia 3-0 but a 

loss to Greece 3-0. The final match was against Finland which they won 3-1 and so ended in 31st place. 

 

       
Joseph Hunter and Adam Dennison 

Cadet Girls’ Team 

One change to the original line up in this team as Bethany Ellis replaced Anna Green whilst Maliha Baig 

was originally selected. Ellis like Hunter recently winning the Cadet title and like Hunter having been 

awarded the Mike Watts Achievement Award for the Most Improved Player.  

Charlotte Bardsley and Mari Baldwin 
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The duo of Baig and Ellis finished second in their group and then faced Moldova in the first of the 

positional matches. They won this 3-2 but then lost 3-2 to Austria leaving them to battle it out for 

19th/20th place, a match which should have been against Greece. However, this match was not played 

and so the girls finished in 19th= place.  

 

Cadet Boys’ Singles 

Dennison won one match but lost two to finish second in his group whilst Hunter went into the main 

draw after winning all his three group matches.  Here he had a very tight match in the first round, only 

just losing 11-9 in the seventh game. 

 

Cadet Girls’ Singles 

Baig won one match and lost two in her group whilst Ellis was not able to effect a win. So, no girls 

through into the main draw. 

    
Maliha Baig and Bethany Ellis 

Cadet Boys’ Doubles 

Hunter and Dennison reached the last 32, the farthest any England Cadet players went in any of the 

individual events.  

 

Cadet Girls’ Doubles 

Baig and Ellis went out in the first round, 3-0, to a combined German and Romania pair.  

 

Cadet Mixed Doubles 

Hunter partnered Baig and Dennison played with Ellis but neither pairing got past the first round. 

 

Summary 

All in all a very disappointing tournament for England with the Junior Boys and Cadet Boys finishing in 

the lowest positions ever since the Championships began.  

 

For the Record:  

Many players who have won at the EYC have gone on to become world class players, Tibor Klampar, 

Milan Orlowski, Stellan Bengtsson, Jan Ove Waldner, Jean-Michel Saive, Olga Nemes, Vladimir 

Samsonov, Timo Boll, Michael Maze, Dmitrij Ovtcharov, Bernadette Szocs - not forgetting our own 

Paul Drinkhall who won six titles in total. 

 

So, here are the finalists - some names to look out for in the future. 

U19 BS: Kay Stumper, Germany beat Samuel Kulczycki, Poland 

U19 GS: Elizabet Abraamian, Russia beat Natalia Malinina, Russia 

U15 BS: Felix Lebrun, France beat Iulian Chirita, Romania 

U15 GS: Annett Kaufmann, Germany beat Veronika Matiunina, Ukraine. 



5 
Table Tennis Times: Issue 24 - Autumn 2021 

Olympic Games, Tokyo 

Three England players eventually went to Tokyo, Paul Drinkhall, Tin-Tin Ho and Liam Pitchford. They 

were supported by Gavin Evans (coach), Tom Jarvis (practice partner) and Simon Mills (TTE Head of 

Performance). Ho and Pitchford were eligible due to their world ranking and Drinkhall who was first 

reserve on ranking replaced, at the last minute, the unfortunate Vladimir Samsonov who was injured. 

Women’s Singles 

The tournament kicked off on Saturday, 24th July 

2021 and Ho (WR 94) was the first GB player on 

court. Facing Manika Batra of India (WR 62), a 

tough draw as Batra was a player Ho had met and 

lost to twice at the Commonwealth Championships 

in 2019. It was always going to be big challenge and 

so it proved as in the early hours of Saturday 

morning, Ho was defeated 7, 6, 10, 9, in a match 

which lasted 30 minutes. It may not have been 

what Ho was hoping for but she can proudly say she 

is an Olympian, only the fourth English woman to play in the Women’s Singles at the Olympics 

following in the footsteps of Alison Gordon (Broe), Lisa Lomas (Bellinger) and Joanna Parker 

(Drinkhall).   

Men’s Singles 

First to play was Paul Drinkhall (WR 58) who met Nima Alamian (WR 128) of Iran in the 1st Round on 

Saturday, 24th July, shortly after 8.30am (BST). It was possible to follow the match with live scoring but 

disappointingly not live television unless you were prepared to pay for Eurosport. All seemed well as 

Drinkhall took a comfortable 3-0 lead. Alamian received a yellow card during the match and his game 

seemed to disintegrate. Then he fought back and took the fourth game but Drinkhall with his 

renowned determination clung on in the fifth to win 7, 1, 5, -8, 10 in the 47-minute long match.  

Round 2 v Robert Gardos of Austria (WR 25) the 

highest ranked player in this round. Drinkhall had 

played Gardos four times previously and never won 

so it did not look too promising. How wrong we 

were. The first game started well; the score stood at 

3-3 before Gardos went 10-5 up. Drinkhall with a 

superb comeback levelled the score, went 10-11 up, 

only for Gardos to then level. 11-11. We all know 

what a fighter Drinkhall is and how well he plays at 

the most pressured points and so it proved once 

again as he took the next two points to win the first game. Gardos came back with an 11-6 win in the 

second before Drinkhall took the third 11-4. 2-1 up. The fourth was another battle and Drinkhall was 

well down at the earlier stage but then came through for a 12-10 win. He then went on to win the fifth 

11-6 and so win the match. Outstanding. The biggest difference seemed to be in the number of points 

Drinkhall won on his own serve, 28 times compared to Gardos’s 22. 

Tin-Tin Ho. Photo courtesy of the ITTF 

Paul Drinkhall. Photo courtesy of the ITTF 
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GB now had two players in the third round, the round of 32. Liam Pitchford (WR 15) entered the 

competition at this point as the Number 11 seed.  Drinkhall met Korean, Jang Woojin (WR 12 and 

seeded 9) whilst Pitchford played Darko Jorgic the upcoming player from Slovenia (WR 28).  

Drinkhall started his match well and won the first game and was leading 10-8 in the second but Woojin 

in a very tight finish won that 12-10 and went on to take the next three and the match. Final score -7, 

10, 8, 8, 7. Drinkhall had his chances and should be proud of his achievements at this tournament 

beating the world 25 and coming close to taking the world number 12. 

Pitchford followed straight on the table after 

Drinkhall had finished his match - originally both 

matches were scheduled for the same time so nice 

that common sense prevailed. Jorgic was going to be 

a difficult match and so it proved. Pitchford never 

really got into his stride and although he was the 

higher ranked player suffered a 4-2 defeat -8, 7, -12, -

11, 9, -10. The end of the Tokyo dream.  

Pitchford wasn’t the only seed who did not perform 

as expected, inevitably there were other surprise results including Germany’s Timo Boll, and the two 

Japanese players, Tomokazu Harimoto and Koki Niwa all going out in the Round of 16.  

Olympic Medallists 

Men’s Team: Gold – China, Silver – Germany, Bronze - Japan 

Women’s Team: Gold – China, Silver – Japan, Bronze – Hong Kong 

Men’s Singles: Gold - Ma Long (China), Silver - Fan Zhendong (China), Bronze – Dimitrij Ovtcharov 

(Germany) 

Women’s Singles: Gold - Chen Meng (China), Silver - Sun Yingsha (China), Bronze – Mima Ito (Japan) 

Mixed Doubles: Gold - Jun Mizutani & Mima Ito (Japan), Silver - Xu Xin & Liu Shiwen (China), Bronze 

– Lin Yun Ju & Cheng I Ching (Chines Taipei) 

 

Best Match 

For me, the most enjoyable match was the final of the Mixed 

Doubles and It was a real pleasure to watch. It was the first time this 

event had been in the Olympic Games and proved to be a great 

success.  

It was another first as well as it was the first time Japan had won an 

Olympic Games table tennis gold medal. The Japanese partnership, 

the number 2 seeds, Mima Ito and Jun Mizutani, triumphed 4-3 

against the number 1 seeds, Liu Shiwen and Xu Xin in the final. A 

close encounter indeed and the pleasure was in watching a very 

smiley Ito throughout the match, she was so obviously enjoying 

playing. 

 

Only three years to go to Paris! 

Jun Mizutani and Mima Ito.  

Photo courtesy of the ITTF 

Liam Pitchford. Photo courtesy of the ITTF 
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Learning from History 

By Graham Frankel 

 

If you are serious enough about table tennis to be reading Diane and Harvey’s excellent journal you 

may perhaps know that the complete set of ETTA magazines, from 1935 to 2010, are available to 

download from the Table Tennis England website. Two years after the axe fell and the magazine was 

withdrawn, I began the painstaking task of scanning 15,595 pages. I had no idea, then, that the 

scanning job would ultimately result in writing two books. However, my purpose was rather more than 

just a nostalgic dip into history. 

For those who don’t know me, I have been obsessed with table tennis since the age of 9, playing my 

first matches in the Ilford league at 12. My involvement in table tennis continued unbroken for the 

next 50 years, but by the time I started scanning those magazines I had begun to find more satisfaction 

in coaching. Before I stopped competing, I had notched up experience of 17 leagues in 7 counties. 

Various career and house moves contributed to those numbers. 

I had been a regular subscriber to Table Tennis News from the start of my own interest in table tennis. 

Soon after the ETTA sent the magazine to its early grave, I got involved in some of the table tennis 

online forums. This was a few years before social media invaded our lives, and the chat rooms were 

buzzing. Talking with a wide range of TT folk helped me develop ideas, and to discover a lot more 

about some of the key differences between the organisation of table tennis in the UK compared with 

other European countries. 

 

I was keen to investigate this in more depth. Given that table tennis had always been played as a 

serious sport here, why had we slipped from being one of the leading TT nations to where we were 

now? If you’d asked me a few years earlier, I might have said – like many others - that it was because 

of the rise of TT in the far east. Now I realised this was nothing like the whole story. 

There were other reasons for doing the scanning. During its final years of publication, I had seen the 

standard of the Table Tennis News slip. For most of its earlier life, it had been an excellent journal, 

comprehensively reporting on the TT scene, always open to controversy, of which there was plenty. 

Towards the end, it had gone badly astray, becoming more of a marketing magazine. The ETTA claimed 
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that falling circulation was because people wanted their TT news online. It was becoming clear to me 

that something much more serious was going on. It seemed that the ETTA was becoming an 

organisation in denial, refusing to acknowledge how far we had slipped behind the rest of Europe. It 

was not surprising that the circulation was dropping. Table tennis players wanted serious coverage of 

the sport, not marketing. 

Furthermore, I was shocked that the wonderful contribution made to table tennis by those responsible 

for creating the magazine over a long period had been ignored and cast aside. If digital copies were 

made, at least the great work done by the former editors including George Yates, Harrison Edwards, 

Jack Carrington, as well as the regular contributions from so many other writers, would be preserved. 

Before the scanning could begin, I needed to collect all the editions. My own collection had plenty of 

gaps, mainly because of having given most of them to another enthusiast some years earlier. But 

thanks to generous help from a few contacts, I assembled the complete set, and the task could begin. 

By then I had also begun thinking about writing a book that would investigate the decline of table 

tennis in the UK. A scary project indeed. But the research material was that vast set of magazines, 

sitting in my boxes in my study. 

After a few weeks, the task was complete. For my research, I combined the individual magazines into 

decade volumes, allowing me to search very rapidly into themes that would eventually find their way 

into my book. 

The magazines were not my only source material. I was in no hurry to begin writing and had detailed 

conversations with many of the key figures in the sport in this country during the past 60 years. Some, 

of course, had died. Others, sadly, having made a significant contribution, were no longer involved in 

the sport. 

It’s lucky I wasn’t being chased by an impatient publisher. If I’d taken the trouble to try and convince 

a mainstream publisher to take the book, they would have lost patience with me. But even though I 

was comfortable to head towards self-publishing, I began to doubt that I would ever complete it. I 

made several false starts in writing, but I was struggling to arrive at a clear plan that would result in 

something that was interesting and readable, while conveying the key messages from my research. 

In a bizarre but happy moment, on the day of the first lockdown, in March 2020, my brain was 

suddenly cleared. A plan for the book came to me in a blinding flash, and almost immediately I started 

writing furiously. By the end of June 2020, I had completed Ping! Only a few days later, it was 

published. I was delighted with the response, and shocked to see it at the top of Amazon’s best-selling 

racket sports books. It is still available on Amazon as a paperback and e-book. 

Some of the early readers of Ping! commented that they would like more. They’d enjoyed it, but it 

was quite short. As the second lockdown approached, ideas for another book began to take shape. 

Having dealt with the past, I wanted to try and imagine how the future might look. If I was going to 

write about the future, it would have to be fiction. 

Once again, the planning started. This time, it all happened much more quickly. I began a rather 

exciting process of discovery as the characters and plot developed. As with the first book, it was 

necessary to speak with many people. Some were table tennis players, but as the book was set in 

mainly in the future (it runs to 2036) I needed to consult experts in many different fields, checking out 

whether my predictions were realistic. 

Quite early in the planning, I was explaining the plot outline to one of these experts who had offered 

to advise me on the future of pandemics. When he heard the basis of my story, his first comment was: 

“Did you see The Queen’s Gambit?” At that stage I hadn’t, but very soon did. I thought it was an 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/PING-personal-perspective-table-tennis/dp/B08C7DV88B
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excellent production, fully deserving its popularity, but I was slightly relieved to realise that nobody 

could accuse me of basing Kate on Beth, the protagonist in the Netflix blockbuster. 

While Kate is my central character, the table tennis itself is also fundamental in the story. I aimed to 

write the book to appeal not only to table tennis enthusiasts but also a more general audience. The 

underlying message of Kate’s Progress is a serious attempt to convey what I discovered in my research. 

I hope all that scanning will eventually result in some learning from history. 

I completed Kate’s Progress in July and published it in August 2021. As with Ping! I used Amazon to 

publish, and it is available as a paperback and e-book. 

I have not yet been approached by Netflix, but you never know. 

 

Kate’s Progress by Graham Frankel 
Review by Harvey Webb 

Lockdown has not all been bad – one of the benefits was that it gave Graham Frankel the time to write 
his second book – this time a novel set around Table Tennis. 

The book takes us on a journey from 2016 to 2036 and follows the 
progress of the main character, Kate, from her introduction to the 
game to National Champion and a key member of the GB Women’s 
Team. 

Along the way we are introduced to characters who will be familiar 
to anyone who has been involved with a table tennis club, from 
dedicated coaches to well-meaning but pushy parents. The book is 
also their story and we follow the ups and downs of their lives whilst 
having Kate’s progress at the centre. 

Graham has also envisaged a future that continues to have Covid in 
one form or another and asserts, very much as is happening right 
now, that we will adjust to live with it. 

One intriguing element of the book that Graham has incorporated into 
the story are changes to the sport that are, by his own admission, 
wishful fantasy. However, there are also some which are grounded on 
solid ideas of how the sport could be made better, and with which I have 
wholeheartedly to agree. I will leave you to decide which are fantasy 
and which are likely to happen. I hope I am still around in 2036 to find 
out. 

The book, at 364 pages, is a substantial read for it’s core audience of 
fellow table tennis enthusiasts but it will fly by as you are compelled to 
find out what happens next. 

“Kate’s Progress” is available from Amazon priced at £7.99 and his 
previous book “Ping!” is also still available from Amazon priced at £9.99 

 

 

  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B09BZ9YDP9
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Paralympic Games 

The Paralympic Games opening ceremony in Tokyo took place on Tuesday, 24th August 2021 with a 

strong British contingent of Will Bayley MBE, Sue Bailey (Gilroy) MBE, Ross Wilson, Paul Karabardak, 

Jack Hunter-Spivey, Aaron McKibbin, Ashley Facey-Thompson, Billy Shilton, Joshua Stacey, Megan 

Shackleton and Tom Matthews. Rob Davies was originally in the squad but had to pull out due to 

injury. David Wetherill was also withdrawn. So, 11 players competed in the various events and 

categories and didn’t they all do GB proud.  

It is not easy to understand all the different categories which can vary between sports. Perhaps a 

simple explanation is that the lower the category number the more severe the disability with the first 

five categories devoted to wheelchair users.  

Individual Events 

The programme started with the individual events and there were many good performances. It was 

the first time at the Games for Matthews, Shackleton, Shilton and Stacey whilst for Sue Bailey it was 

the sixth time she was playing and Paul Karabardak’s fourth Paralympics. 

Men’s Class 1: Tom Matthews. In his first 

Paralympic Games, a delighted Matthews, came 

away with a bronze medal. The Welshman 

reached the Semi-finals where he lost to the 

World Champion from Korea, Hyeon Uk Kim. 

Matthews was coached by Neil Robinson MBE 

who himself played in seven Paralympic Games 

winning seven medals including a gold in Men’s 

Class 3. 

 

 

Women’s Class 4: Sue Bailey (Gilroy), Megan Shackleton. 22-year-old Shackleton’s first group match 

was against two times Paralympic and World Champion, Zhou Ying from China, it was a strong 

performance but her opponent was the one who took the win. Shackleton also lost her second match 

and so did not progress out of the group. Bailey also did not reach the main draw.  

Men’s Class 5: Jack Hunter-Spivey. A bronze medal 

for Hunter-Spivey who fought magnificently beating 

the world number 2 and 3 to get to the Semi-final 

stage. However, it was a step too far against the 

European Champion, Valentin Baus from Germany, 

for that valued place in the final. At only 26 Hunter- 

Spivey has much more in front of him. 

 
 

Men’s Class 6: Paul Karabardak. A first Paralympic medal for Karabardak as he well and truly earned 

a bronze medal. Karabardak was drained after a demanding Quarter-final match and couldn’t quite 

produce the same form in the Semis but was over the moon to add his first Paralympic medal to his 

collection of World and European medals.  

Coach, Neil Robinson with Tom Matthews. 

Photo courtesy of the ITTF 

Jack Hunter-Spivey. Photo courtesy of the ITTF 
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Paul Karabardak. Photo courtesy of the ITTF 

 

Men’s Class 7: Will Bayley. Bayley, the title holder and finalist in his third successive Games put up a 

superb fight against the world number 1, Chinese player, Yan Shou, but his opponent proved too 

strong and Bayley finished with the silver medal – the same as in London 2012.   

 
Will Bayley with coach, Greg Baker. Photo courtesy of the ITTF 

 

Men’s Class 8: Aaron McKibbin, Billy Shilton, Ross Wilson. All three players reached the Quarter-

finals but that was as far as they progressed, no medals this time around in this category. McKibbin 

lost to the World Number 1, Viktor Didukh, Shilton was defeated by the World Number 2 and 

Paralympic Champion from 2012 and 2016, Zhao Shuai, whilst Wilson lost to World Number 4, 

Maksym Nikolenko.  

Men’s Class 9: Ashley Facey-Thompson, Josh Stacey. The youngest in the squad at 21, Stacey fought 

hard but couldn’t quite manage the win against World Runner-up, Iurii Nozdrunov from Russia, going 

down 3-2 in the Quarter-finals. Facey-Thompson won his first Paralympic match but failed to make it 

out of the group stage.  

    
Ashley Facey Thompson and Josh Stacey. Both photos courtesy of the ITTF 
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Team Events 

Jack Hunter-Spivey and Tom Matthews did not have any partners for the team events so only played 

in the singles but with both going home with a medal must have been highly delighted. 

 

Women’s Class 4/5: Sue Bailey (Gilroy) & Megan Shackleton. The pair beat Jordan in the Quarter-

finals but could not overcome the powerful Chinese team in the Semi-finals, going into the Semis they 

knew they were guaranteed a medal and it was a bronze for the GB pair. The first Paralympic medal 

for Bailey at her sixth time attempt and a medal for Shackleton at the first time of asking.  

 
Megan Shackleton & Sue Bailey. Photo by imagecomms 

 

Men’s Class 6/7: Will Bayley & Paul Karabardak. However, despite the success in the individual events 

it was the team events that captured the essence of Paralympic sport. Perhaps the greatest 

achievement was by Paul Karabardak and Will Bayley in the Class 6/7 event when they gained a silver 

medal. The Semi-final match in which they overcame the Spaniards Jordi Morales and Alvaro Valera 

was a joy to behold – despite having us on the edge of our seats. The first match was the doubles and 

although the GB pair lost the first two ends 4 and 8 they produced a stunning display to win the third 

end 11-1. The fourth was so tight and again the British pair triumphed 12-10 which set the game up 

for titanic battle which the Spaniards took 17-15. 1-0 to Spain. Next up was Bayley against Class 7 

World Champion Morales, a match he won 3-0 although it wasn’t as comfortable as the score line 

intimated. Match score 1-1. The final match was Karabardak against Class 6 World Number 1, Valera, 

a player he had never beaten before in any 

of the 12 previous clashes. What a match it 

was. After losing the first game he levelled 

the match in the second and snuck the third 

14-12 before Valera too levelled the score. 

The fifth and final end was the decider to 

play in the gold medal match and what a 

tussle it was with Karabardak sneaking the 

win 11-9. A place in the final. 

All the GB squad were absolutely delighted 

but perhaps none more so than coach, 

former England international, Andrew 

Rushton.  

The pair couldn’t quite reach the same peak in the final and they went down fighting against the 

Chinese pair, Yan Shuo and Liao Keli – the Class 7 Singles gold and bronze medallists. All in all, a brilliant 

performance to take home a team silver medal.  

Coach Andrew Rushton and Will Bayley and Paul Karabardak. 

Photo by imagecomms 
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Men’s Class 8: Aaron McKibbin, Billy Shilton & Ross Wilson. A bronze medal and place on the podium 

for the trio after beating Hungary in the Quarter-finals where Shilton and McKibbin teamed up as 

Wilson had tweaked his back during warm up. Another GB v China match in the Semi-final and the 

Asian team were the victors. It meant a third Paralympic medal for McKibbin and Wilson and a first 

for Shilton in his Paralympic debut. 

    
Aaron McKibbin & Ross Wilson    Billy Shilton 

     Both photos courtesy of the ITTF 

       

Men’s Class 9/10: Ashley Facey Thompson & Josh Stacey. A Quarter-final place for the young pairing  

having achieved an excellent win against Spain in the Round of 16. Next were China, who dominate 

nearly all events, and they again proved too strong for the GB players. However, time is on the side of 

the two young men and I am sure there will be medals to come in the future. 

Comment:   

We couldn’t finish this section without paying a huge 

tribute to the man in charge of the squad, Gorazd 

Vecko, the British Para Table Tennis Performance 

Director, who has done such a superb job with the GB 

players for very many years. Along with coaches Greg 

Baker, Matt Kenny, Andrew Rushton and Neil 

Robinson MBE, all top players in their time, and to 

whom much credit must be given. Seven medals in 

total and the most successful Paralympics for GB. 

 

Commonwealth Games 

A reminder, if you need it, that the Commonwealth 

Games take place in Birmingham next year from 29th 

July to 8th August 2022. Table tennis is being played at 

the NEC, home of the World Championships in 1977, 

and will include Para events. After considerable success 

in the Gold Coast in 2018 the England team will be 

looking to improve their medal tally. 

Tickets for all events are on sale now.  

Gorazd Vecko. Photo courtesy of the ITTF 
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Kan and Karenza Mathews Story 

1973 continued:  

Karenza: 25th May saw the team back at Oswestry in Shropshire. Well, at least Ken and I were back 

there - we had been to Oswestry back in 1966 when, with Mary and Brian, we had played an exhibition 

there. Now we were back with the same team that had played at Downham Market a couple of weeks 

ago. 

Having missed England’s trip to China after the World Championships in 1971, I was delighted to be 

part of the team to travel to China this year. The team members were the Association Chairman 

Charles Wyles, two coaches - Les Greswell and Peter Simpson, Anita Stevenson who was the England 

Junior number one, Nicky Jarvis, Desmond Douglas, Paul Day, Donald Parker, Andy Barden and a 

Scottish player, David Fraser. Most of the players were young and were on the trip for experience. At 

twenty-two, I was the old lady of the team! 

We flew from Heathrow at 14.10 on 30th May and landed at Singapore at 15.55 on the 31st.  

On 1st June we played a representative international match against Singapore which we won 5-2. I 

beat their number one, Peck Noi Hwoy. I am playing against her in the photo. 

Ken has put in this cutting which is from the Singapore Straits Times. 

The next day we flew to Hong Kong where we stayed in the fabulous Hong Kong Hotel. Then by train 

from Kowloon to the Chinese border – from where we travelled to Canton in China. For the entire trip 

we had one senior Chinese official, an interpreter, and a little Chinese lady who was to be our 

chaperone. When we reached Canton we were taken on a sight-seeing tour of the city before going 

to the airport. From there we flew via Shanghai to Peking. When we reached there, we were given a 

royal hand-shaking welcome by a large group of Chinese officials and leading players – as well as from 

the First Secretary from the British Embassy. We then went on to the Hsin Chiao Hotel in the city 

centre.  

We played our first International against China that evening. It was staged in the Capital Gymnasium 

in front of 11,000 people!  
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In the team photograph the England Team is on the right – I am fourth from the left. 

We were introduced to various Chinese officials. Below, Paul Day is nearest the camera then Les 

Greswell, Peter Simpson. I'm next! 

 We had to face a team which included two World 

Champions, Hsi En-Ting (who Ken had become 

friends with when the Chinese toured Britain) and 

the Women’s champion, Hu Yu- Lan. The men lost 

their match 6-1, and Anita and I lost 3-1, winning 

the Doubles against Hu Yu-Lan and Huang Hsi-

ping. One memorable moment: it was during my 

match against Huang Hsi-ping. She hit the ball 

which just nicked my end of the table. The umpire 

thought it had missed and gave me the point. I 

tried to explain that the point should be hers but, 

as he couldn’t understand me, I indicated the end of the table and then went over to the officials 

holding the score cards and changed them so that she got the point. Eleven thousand people together 

with all the officials and Huang Hsi-ping stood and cheered and applauded as they thought this was 

such a wonderful demonstration of sportsmanship! 

On Wednesday the 6th we visited the Great Wall and the Ming Tombs; both incredible.  
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On 7th we returned to the Capital Gymnasium for a match against a Chinese youth team. I think I must 

have said something as Anita and one of the Chinese girls were giving me an odd look! 

The men lost 6-1, winning one Doubles match. Anita and I lost 3-1. We might have won the Doubles 

as we took the match to the third game – apart from that I narrowly won my Singles against Li Ming, 

24-22 in the third. Another match the following night; the men lost 5-2 and Anita and I lost 3-1, winning 

the Doubles. 

On 9th June we left Peking and flew south to Hangchow, a city 

that was quieter than the busy capital. Here again, we were 

taken to numerous beautiful sights including the West Lake 

and the islands, and the Liu Ho Pagoda (this is a picture of us 

there) and the Lingyin Temple.  

We went to a silk textile plant, the Floral Gardens and visited a 

tea plantation where we played some points against some of 

the workers there.  Table tennis is, or was then, the national 

sport in China with about two million registered players. No 

wonder that they reach such a high standard – and no wonder 

that even the workers at the tea plantation would have been 

good enough for places in strong club teams in Britain! 

Our first match in Hangchow was on Monday, 11th June; as an English team had never played in that 

city, there were, once again, thousands in the main sports hall.   The men lost 4-3 but did very well to 

pull back from 3-0 down. Anita and I lost 3-1, winning the Doubles. Below is a shot of us playing. 

Two days later we played a second match in the same 

hall, this time against a team from Shanghai. The men 

lost 5-2 and we lost 3-2, both Anita and I beating Jing 

Sai-chen. 

We left Hangchow on 14th June and flew back to 

Canton (or Kwangchow as it was called locally.) The 

humidity was very high there and by now we were all 

beginning to suffer from various tummy ailments - 

Anita was given acupuncture to try to relieve her pains - and Les had to spend the night in hospital 

suffering from dehydration. Anyway, most of us staggered off for a visit to the zoo where we saw a 

beautiful group of pandas munching their bamboo shoots. There was also a giant python there which 

lived in a tree; every few days it apparently unwound itself and ate one of the puppies scampering 
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around in the compound, all unaware of the fate that awaited them. Ugh! I’m glad we didn’t see that 

happen! 

By then we were all so weak that we could only turn out a mixed team to play the Cantonese. Again, 

we lost, this time 5-2, our only wins coming from the men; one Singles and the Doubles. On the 17th 

we left China and returned by train to Hong Kong. There we were treated to a dinner on a floating 

restaurant at Aberdeen (Editor’s Note: this is a district of Hong Kong) where we saw the thousands of 

junks moored, home to countless people. More shopping and sight-seeing before our final match of 

the tour against Hong Kong. I had got the tummy bug at that time and couldn’t play; I was quite pleased 

about this as the match was played in the Queen Elizabeth Stadium, a stiflingly hot, airless building 

that nearly finished off the last of our group who were left standing! Anyway, the team did very well 

to overcome the poor conditions to win the match 7-2. The return flight to England was quite 

straightforward – only stopping at Singapore, Colombo, Bahrain, Athens and Zurich and it seemed, for 

those of us still suffering, pretty well every other city on Earth, before we landed in London at 9.35 on 

20th June. 

The New Table Tennis News 

It was a pleasure to hear that another table tennis magazine has been started, entitled Table Tennis 

News.  

It was the brainchild of Bob (Skippy) Brown who compiled the table tennis pages for the Birmingham 

Mail for many years having worked for the Trinity Mirror for nearly 50 years, half of which were on 

the Sports Desk. When the Mail cut the table tennis content earlier this year Bob decided to go with 

social media to get the table tennis message across. His former colleague, Sheila Grandfield helped 

with the production of the new Table Tennis News which is sponsored by “Table Tennis supremo Rod 

Lewis” who also assists greatly by providing contacts who help with content. Two of the best known 

who provide content being Kate Hughes and Inky Moss. 

The weekly production originally covered articles for the West Midlands area but has now expanded 

to include national material as well. It is intended to cover the various British League matches and Bob 

is looking for good quality photos, so if you have any could you send on to him. There is also a regular 

Coaching Corner and Those Were the Days section. 

We can certainly recommend the magazine and contact details are below if you would like to receive 

a copy.  
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ITTF Czech Open 

Following closely on the heels of the Budapest WTT tournament was the ITTF Czech Republic Open 

which started on Saturday, 21st August 2021. There was a good representation of English players. Sam 

Walker was the number 2 seed in the Men’s Singles and he teamed up with the exciting young talent 

of Sweden’s Truls Moregard in the Men’s Doubles making them the favourites for this event and with 

Tin-Tin Ho in the Mixed Doubles. Tin-Tin, too, was playing in three events - with long time doubles 

partner, Maria Tsaptsinos, in the Women’s Doubles and also in the Women’s Singles. Charlotte 

Bardsley and Denise Payet were also in action in both singles and together in the Women’s Doubles 

whilst Emily Bolton was England’s sixth player playing in the Women’s Singles only. 

Men’s Singles 

The sole English competitor, Sam Walker (WR 96) was seeded at number 2. There was a strong Indian 

contingent which was Walker’s downfall as he fell at the first hurdle to Snehit Suravajjula (WR 415) by 

4-2. We know that India have performed well at the last Commonwealth Championships and Games 

and it would appear they are investing heavily in table tennis with seven men and four ladies playing 

in this tournament.  

Women’s Singles 

Charlotte Bardsley (WR 997), Emily Bolton (WR 618), Denise Payet (WR 356) and Maria Tsaptsinos (WR 

198) had to contend with group matches whilst Ho (WR 94) entered the event in the Round of 32. 

Only Tsaptsinos progressed to the main draw and she did so on count back with all three in her group 

winning one match and losing one. Charlotte Bardsley and Emily Bolton similarly won one and lost one 

match but both finished in second place whilst Denise Payet also finished second winning one match 

but losing two.  

The main draw Round of 32 was Tsaptsinos’s first and last match as 

she lost 4-1 to Audrey Zarif of France 4-1. Ho had a close encounter 

in her Round of 32 match defeating Swede, Rebecca Muskantor 4-3 

before losing to Zarif 4-0 in the next round.  

Men’s Doubles 

Something to cheer about in the Men’s Doubles as Walker and 

Moregard the Number 1 seeds reached the final with 3-2, 3-0, 3-2 

wins to meet French pair, Leo De Nodrest and Lilian Bardet. Success! 

The English and Swedish pair were the victors in a closely contested 

match winning -10, 8, 7, -7, 7. Congratulations to both players in 

what was the first doubles win for an Englishman in an international 

open event since the ITTF World Tour series started in 1996.  

 

Women’s Doubles 

In the 1st Qualifying Round Ho and Tsaptsinos had a bye whilst Bardsley and Payet won their match 

3-1 and so both pairs entered the main draw in the Round of 16. Bardsley and Payet had a tough 

draw meeting the Number 2 seeds Katarzyna and Anna Wegrzyn of Poland and lost 3-1 whilst Ho 

Selfie by delighted winning partnership, 

Sam Walker and Truls Moregard 
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and Tsaptsinos went one better and got through to the Quarter-finals but there dipped out to 

Franziska Schreiner of Germany and Paulina Vega of Chile also by 3-1.  

Mixed Doubles 

Walker and Ho won their 1st Round Qualifying match 3-1 which put them into the last 16 of the main 

draw. Winning this match, they then met Truls Moregard and Linda Bergstrom in the Quarter-finals. 

A strange draw as both Swedes were ranked third in the singles and yet as a pair were ranked ninth, 

one above Ho and Walker who in singles were ranked 2 and 5 respectively, you would imagine both 

pairs would be higher ranked in doubles. Following the match on live scoring it seemed to be one that 

would have graced a final with the final result in favour of the Swedes -9, 7, 22, -9, 10.  

 

 

Vladimir Samsonov Retires 

One of the super-stars of international table tennis, former world number 1, 45-year-old Belarussian 

Vladimir Samsonov, has retired from playing competitive table tennis due to injury.  

He is a player who has given so much pleasure to so many over the years.  

Vladi was the ultimate gentleman both on and 

off the table and it was a delight to be in his 

company. This most elegant of players was 

awarded the Richard Bergmann Fair Play 

Trophy three times at ITTF World 

Championships which shows the measure of 

the man. He played in England on many 

occasions – at English Opens, the World 

Championships in 1997 and at several Masters 

tournaments and other international events.  

When he won the Dunlop Masters at the Royal 

Albert Hall tournament in aid of the 

Greenhouse charity he generously donated his 

considerable winnings to them. 

In 1997 in Manchester at the World Championships, Vladi reached the final but lost to another legend, 

Jan-Ove Waldner, who is also the only player to be in the world top 10 longer than him. Vladi did, 

however, win the World Cup Men’s Singles title three times and won the European Top 12/16 four 

times and was silver medallist nine times. His record includes being the European Men’s Singles title 

holder three times as well as various European Youth Championships titles. On the ITTF Open circuit 

he won an impressive 27 Pro Tour titles and participated in the European Champions League for 15 

successive seasons winning 12 titles. 

Despite winning so many medals and titles the medal which has eluded him is one from the Olympic 

Games where he has finished fourth twice, in 2000 and 2016. He was robbed of what would probably 

have been his last opportunity when he had to pull out of the Tokyo Games this year due to injury, it 

would have been an impressive seventh Olympics.  

We wish him well in whatever he does in the future and thank him for the past. 

Vladimir Samsonov 

2005. World Masters, Fairfield Halls, Croydon  
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Chinese Diary by Nora Vint 

I had the good fortune to receive some cuttings books from Bill and Nora Vint’s niece, Val Vint. Amongst 

the papers were a very detailed report from Nora on Bill and her visit to China in 1959. At the time Bill 

was the ITTF Treasurer and the visit, with other ITTF officials, was to view the arrangements for the 

World Championships in Peking in 1961. I hope you find this first excerpt as interesting as I did to read. 

Diane  

Sunday, 13th September 1959 

Left London Airport 10am. Touched down Copenhagen for half an hour and arrived Moscow 5pm. Met 
by Makarov, went to TT tournament (Rumania, Hungary, USSR), had a Vodka party and returned to 
Airport. Left Moscow at 9.45pm. Touched down at Omsk (5 degrees C) and Irkutsk (border of USSR). 

Monday, 14th September 1959 

Arrived Peking at 5.30pm (BST). This was 3.30pm Peking time. Welcomed by Chen Hsien, his wife, Yen 
Fu-mien (Secretary of TTA) and Kai-Ho (whom we had met in England during Summer), and others. 
We were all given bunches of flowers and a cup of green tea. We drove to our Hotel, the Sin Chow, in 
a thunderstorm. Noticed the airport direction signs were in Chinese and English. We were given a very 
comfortable suite in the hotel and entertained to our first Chinese supper. A simple meal of 12 courses. 
After discussing our programme for our stay in China we went to bed. 

Tuesday, 15th September 1959 

Up at 6.30am! In the morning we visited a new Sports Centre which included a hall for weightlifting, 
table tennis, cycling track, basketball courts, swimming pool and parachute jump. We were shown 
some table tennis equipment made in China - presented with bats and balls and gauge for measuring 
nets and width of sandwich rubber. In the afternoon we visited the Peking Gymnasium to watch the 
tournament being run in connection with the first National Games. On arrival we were given the 
customary pot of green tea. Then a visit to the swimming pool to see some of the swimming events 
also connected with the Games. These were beautifully staged - all officials dressed in white and 
concentrated at one point at the end of the bath - no running about up and down the deck! Then we 
were taken to the open-air swimming pools (another cup of green tea, of course). There were four 
pools, one for diving, one for the public, one for competitions and one for the children. Temperature 
was around 80 degrees but pools were closed as it was autumn! In the evening we went to see China’s 
most popular sport - basketball. Introduction to Vice Premier, Ho Lung, and other government 
ministers. Ho Lung was watching the match from the side of the court but entertained us to green tea 
in the interval between the Men’s and Women’s game. 

And so to bed - VERY tired! 

Wednesday, 16th September 1959 

A gloriously sunny day. We visited The Forbidden City and Bei-Hai Park in the morning. Formerly the 
Emperor’s Palace and now preserved as a museum this vast stretch of beautiful buildings and 
courtyards is a most interesting monument to the past. We climbed the steps of the White Pagoda to 
see a beautiful panorama of Peking and sat on the terrace of the Pagoda overlooking the lakes drinking 
orange juice. Still preserved in one of the temples are many treasures of the past including a jade 
buddha – very beautiful. 

In the afternoon we visited the Peking Working People’s Stadium – a new building holding 80,000 
spectators – the biggest of its kind in China. Here competitors can indulge in practically any sport. In 
addition there is living accommodation and dining rooms and competitors taking part in the athletics 
section of the National Games were eating and sleeping on the spot. The Director of the Stadium gave 
us the customary short introduction and cup of green tea and showed us all we asked to see including 
new swimming pools and indoor bath. The whole construction is a magnificent piece of work which 
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took 11 months and 10 days to build and cost 18,000,000 yuan. The admission charge to the pool is 
20 cents for adults and 15 cents for students. A new hall for table tennis to be built adjacent to present 
buildings. This will house the World Championships in 1961.  

In the evening to the PEKING DUCK restaurant. This is a traditional Chinese meal. Green tea is served 
as guests arrive! When the meal is served all the spirits and wines are served in different glasses at 
once and numerous toasts drunk during the evening. The food consists of about 12 dishes consisting 
of different parts of the duck. Every part is used and served in a different way working up to the main 
course when the roast duck is brought in by the chef and carved by him. This is then picked up with 
chopsticks, dipped in sauce, put inside a pancake, garnished with spring onion, rolled up inside the 
pancake and eaten with the fingers! Most delicious! The meal finished with soup, as usual – and, of 
course, green tea! It is the tradition in China that when the tea is served at the end of the meal it is 
time for the guests to depart! It was obvious to us on this evening that the Chinese understand the 
graceful art of living – as our host, Chen Hsien, explained to us “Food is an artistic thing”. We had been 
in China only three days but this was clearly apparent.  

From the stadium a quick visit to the new railway station. This had been opened the day before 
(15.9.59) and the building had been constructed in seven months and 20 days! A fantastic building in 
modern design with plenty of space and every facility imaginable. A room for receiving guests – we 
were offered green tea, but had no time!! Nurseries for mothers and babies – this was a wonderful 
picture – waiting rooms for different groups of people and individuals – beautifully designed 
restaurants and an information service where the girl answering the questions could be heard but not 
seen. Enquirers stood on a plate in front of a large square similar to a dictaphone. We asked the time 
of the next train to London and were told in very good English that the information service was only 
one day old and this information was not yet available! The hall was beautifully decorated with floral 
arrangements. 

Thursday, 17th September 1959 

Visit to the Summer Palace. On our way we stopped at the Institute of Physical Culture where coaches 
in every kind of sport are trained. We saw wrestling, swimming and badminton. (Green tea was served 
twice during our visit). From this Institute 2,000 students graduate every year. The western outskirts 
of Peking are devoted to the cultural development of the city and many colleges, institutes and 
universities are being constructed. Peking University holds 10,000 students.  

At the Summer Palace we had lunch, climbed the pagoda and had a delightful boat trip through the 
artificial lake filled with lotus flowers.  A most delightful day. Back at the city via the USSR Embassy for 
travel visas and to the bazaar for some shopping. A very bad thunderstorm with vivid lightning broke 
and it was pitch dark at 6pm. Dinner (western) and an evening’s celebration of the Autumn Moon 
Festival with Mr Chen Hsien and Vietnam (NB As transcribed). Wine and moon cakes and fruit. 
Unfortunately the night was stormy otherwise the party was to be held on the roof under the moon. 

Friday, 18th September 1959 

Bill and Roy to Peking Gymnasium at 9am for meeting with officials of the All-China Athletic 
Federation, members of the Executive of the Chinese Table Tennis Association and representatives of 
table tennis in the Provinces. Arrangements for the World Championships were discussed and Roy 
gave a two hour talk on organistion. A group photograph was taken after the meeting and on returning 
to the hotel a visit was made to the roof garden. 

Nancy and Nora made a visit to a nursery school. This school catered for 230 children from three to 
seven years of age. Staff consisted of one director, 16 teachers plus nurses and domestic staff. We 
saw classes in session – the one which impressed me most was of ten 4-year olds practising their 
percussion band for National Day Celebrations. Instruments being played were one large cymbals, one 
drums, two castanets, two tambourines, one wooden block, one triangle and two small cymbals. In 
charge of this class was a young, enthusiastic and vivacious teacher and she was getting a most 
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rhythmic response from the tiny tots under her care. We were served with green tea, of course, and 
we had a most interesting and inspiring two hours.  

Lunch with Jung Kao-Tung and Chang Lien-Hua. In the afternoon we went to the zoo. A very good one 
with two giant pandas. In the evening Nancy and Roy were entertained to dinner by some business 
friends. Nora and Bill had dinner at the Peking Hotel with Chen Hsien, Chang Lien-Hua and Miss Yen. 

Saturday, 19th September 1959 

We left Peking by air for Wuhan at 10am. Interesting conversations on way to the airport with driver 
of our car. He earns 70 yuan per month (plus subsistence of 40 cents per meal when on duty). 2½ yuan 
go for rent for two rooms. His family consists of wife and four children and his wife does not work. He 
manages to save about ten yuan a month. Our interpreter earns 86 yuan a month and he pays one 
yuan for a room. His wife works as a maternity doctor in a hospital. He saves 40 yuan a month. Average 
meal costs 50 cents – a good meal can be got for 40 cents. We discovered during the day that the pilot 
of the aircraft earns 140 yuan a month. 

The air hostess was about 21, but she had two pigtails and looked about 16. After flying for nearly two 
hours we landed for lunch at Cheng Chow on the Yellow River. Temperature much higher than in 
Peking. So hot on returning to plane to resume flight we were all given fans. These were all used!! 
Arrived at Wuhan, received by the Secretary of the Athletic Federation, presented with bouquets, 
given green tea and taken to our hotel situated at the edge of the East Lake - a very peaceful and 
beautiful spot. Another suite leading on to the terrace and down to the lake. Here we made our own 
green tea and took it down to the lakeside. Hot water provided in coloured flasks, tea, teapot and cups 
and saucers were in our rooms. After dinner we went to the acrobatic show in the local open air 
theatre. 

Europe Top 16 

Played over the weekend of 18th and 19th September 2021 in Thessaloniki, Liam Pitchford (WR 14) was 

England’s sole representative. Originally, ranked at number 3 (no Timo Boll) but then elevated to the 

second seed due to the withdrawal of Dimitrij Ovtcharov. However, it was not a propitious change to 

the draw for the England number 1.  

Pitchford’s first match was against Croatian, Tomislav Pucar 

(WR 34), a 4-2 win -3, 4, 3, 6, -8, 4. The second match in the 

Quarter-finals was against Frenchman, Emmanuel Lebesson 

(WR 40), and this resulted in a 4-2 loss -5, -7, 10, -5, 10, -10. Still, 

a decent pay check of £2,500. 

There were other unexpected results and the Women’s final 

was between German, Nina Mittelham (ranked 5) and 

Portugal’s, Fu Yu (ranked 11), with Mittelham clinching the 

Women’s title 8, -8, 6, 3,12. 

The Men’s final, too, was Germany v Portugal and Patrick 

Franziska, ranked 3, took over the German mantle as he 

overcame the 2014 champion, Marcos Freitas, ranked 5. 

Germany have been dominant in this event for the best part of 

two decades with Dimitrij Ovtcharov winning in 2012, 2015, 

2016, 2017 and 2019 whilst Timo Boll won in 2002, 2003, 2006, 

2009, 2010, 2018 and 2020.  

Liam Pitchford.  

Photo courtesy of the ETTU 

Patrick Franziska and Nina Mittelham. 

Photo courtesy of the ETTU 
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Blackpool Junior 4* 
All photos by Graham Coupe – with thanks 

 

The first of the season’s Junior 4* tournaments was held in Blackpool over the weekend of 11th and 

12th September 2021. There was an excellent entry of over 120 players so it seems the youngsters are 

keen to get back to playing competitively.  

Honours went to Amy Marriot of Yorkshire and Amirul Hussain of Lancashire in the Junior Singles and 

Larry Trumpauskas of Kent and Hannah Silcock from Jersey in the Cadet Singles. The U13 titles went 

to Middlesex’s Max Radiven and Millie Noble of Derbyshire.  

    
             Amy Marriot with TTE Deputy Chairman, Susie Venner      Amirul Hussain with TTE President, Jill Parker 

 

    
Larry Trumpauskas and Hannah Silcock  

with TTEs Head of England Performance, Matt Stanforth 

 

With the new season starting and as players move up the various age categories it is good to see new 

names emerging.  

 

New ITTF President 

There will be a new President at the ITTF as the incumbent, Germany’s Thomas Weikert, has decided 

not to stand for another period of office. There is only one nomination which is from Petra Sorling of 

Sweden who will need to be ratified at the ITTF AGM at the World Championships in Houston in 

November. She will be making history as the first female President.  

There has been a considerable period of unrest in recent months so we wish her well and would like 

to express our appreciation of the work done by Weikert.  
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What was Happening 60 Years Ago? 1961 

• At the English Open in January there was a sign of things to come as Brian Wright won the 

Junior Boys’ Singles whilst future wife, Mary Shannon, with Judy Williams, won the Junior Girls 

Doubles. A further gold was won in the Women’s Doubles when Kathy Best partnered Agnes 

Simon of West Germany. 

 

• At the World Championships in Peking there were no medals as the best result was by Diane 

Rowe who reached the Quarter-finals in the Women’s Singles. The ETTA Supporters Club 

helped raise funds to pay for the teams to go to China, an estimated £1,600 was needed, 

several manufacturers also pledged financial support – Dunlop, Halex, Jaques and Spalding. 

This was the first time that the world championships of any sport was held in China. 

 

 
Ron Crayden leading the England team      Jeff Ingber looking comfortable Bill Vint and Ivor Montagu part of     

               the presentation party 

• In the third Quadrangular tournament in Glasgow in December, England’s mixed team of Ian 

Harrison, Jeff Ingber, Brian Wright, Kathy Best and Mary Shannon had two 10-0 wins and one 

of 9-1 to top the table. This was Mary Shannon’s senior debut, Brian had his senior debut a 

month earlier in the Scandinavian Open. 

 

• 500 juniors were able to take part in special training thanks to a grant of £300 from the King 

George’s Jubilee Trust.  

 

• A series of four junior matches took place against West Germany with England winning one 

rubber and West Germany the other three. 

 

• George White was made an Honorary Life Member at the AGM in recognition of his long and 

distinguished service to the ETTA, Leslie Woollard was also made an Honorary Life Member. 

There were two new Vice-Presidents – K Mackenzie and Donald Purr. Bill Vint remained 

Chairman and Ivor Montagu remained President. 

 

• Jack Carrington, with wife Elsie, embarked for a six-month stint coaching in Australia, Harry 

Venner took over Jack’s coaching role for the ETTA in his absence. Whilst there, Elsie, won the 

Australia National Women’s Doubles title with Miss L Prowse. 

 

• The Eagle/Girl finals were held in London in March 

with Beverley Sayer and Chester Barnes winning the U13 

events and Lesley Proudlock and David Stanley the U15 

events. Over 11,000 entered the tournament. It was a 

good year for Lesley as she also won the News of the 

World/Butlin’s “Girl of the Year” title, Brian Cadwallader 

won the “Boy of the Year” title. There were over 20,000 

participants in the scheme. 
Lesley Proudlock 
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• Middlesex won the County Championships for the 12th time. Laurie Landry, Alan Rhodes, 

Michael Thornhill, Diane Rowe, Margaret Fry and Jean Harrower were part of the team – all 

senior internationals. 

 

• Laurie Landry was seriously injured in an accident on 7th 

May, his four-year-old nephew dashed into the road and 

Laurie followed him but was hit by a car. He was given nine 

and a half hours to live but thanks to superb treatment and 

an unquenchable fighting spirit, Laurie not only survived 

but was playing table tennis again three months later at the 

East of England Open. Laurie’s place on the National 

Executive Committee was held open for him, one of the 

youngest ever members at only 23 years. He continued to 

serve English table tennis for many years as well as being on the ITTF Junior and Youth 

Commissions, Laurie was deservedly made an Honorary Life Member of the ETTA in 1978. 

 

• After playing table tennis for 20 years, Stan Jacobson, the master of 

the loop, won his first England cap against Russia in Moscow at the age 

of 32. 

 

• Birmingham won the J M Rose Bowl and Manchester the Wilmott 

Cup. Pam Mortimer, Doreen Griffiths and Mrs B Carless were the 

winning J M Rose Bowl team beating Portsmouth in the final and Jeff 

Ingber was one of the Wilmott Cup squad who defeated Gloucester. 

 

• On the international front, the African Table Tennis Federation was formed in Cairo on 9th 

December 1961, the unanimous decision of 19 National Associations. Ivor Montagu as ITTF 

President and Bill Vint as its Honorary Treasurer as well as Mrs Nancy Evans of Wales, the ITTF 

General Secretary, were there to help smooth the way. Photos below. 

 

     
 

• Two ETTA Honorary Life Members passed away in 1961, Leslie Forrest in February and P E 

Warden in July. The Leslie Forrest Trophy was donated by 

John Jaques and D W ‘John’ Poupard in his memory to be 

awarded to the person who had rendered the greatest 

contribution to table tennis in the county field. H R 

McDonald, an ETTA Vice-President and also an Honorary 

Member of the England Lawn Tennis Club passed away too.  

  

Laurie Landry 

Stan Jacobson 

PE Warden Leslie Forrest 
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World Table Tennis Events 

WTT Contender Budapest 

With the Olympic Games now done and dusted both WTT and ITTF tournaments are back underway 

and the first of these was the WTT Contender level in Budapest. Liam Pitchford was the number 1 seed 

for this event in the Men’s Singles with Tin-Tin Ho and Denise Payet being the other English 

participants.  

Pitchford (WR 14) as the top seed started his campaign 

in the Round of 32 where he met Adam Szudi (WR 115) 

of the home nation and scraped through 11-7 in the fifth 

game. Belarussian, Aleksandr Khanin (WR 155) was 

Pitchford’s next opponent and he disposed of him in four 

games. The next match is probably one Pitchford will 

want to forget as it was a three straight loss, 8, 14, 3 to 

German Kilian Ort (WR 198).                                                             

 

Payet (WR 356) had to contend with playing her first 

match in the 1st Qualifying Round against Indian, Reeth 

Tennison (WR 564), a match she lost 3-0 and so was out 

of that event. Ho (WR 94) was ranked high enough to 

start in the main draw but also lost her first match, in the 

Round of 32, to higher ranked and number 2 seed, 

Russian, Polina Mikhailova (WR 46). 

There was better to come in the Women’s Doubles where 

Payet teamed up with Andrea Pavlovic of Croatia. They 

won their first two matches to reach the Quarter-final but the strength of Slovakians, Ema Labusova 

and Tatiana Kukulkova, proved too much and they went down 3-0. Still a creditable performance.  

The Men’s Singles winner was 14th ranked Swede, Truls Moregard, who so impressed us in the 

European Championships in Nantes. He had an outstanding tournament in which he beat several much 

higher ranked players. With a World Ranking of 103 it won’t be long before he climbs the ladder to 

the top echelons.  

The Women’s Singles went the way of seeding with Xiaoxin Yang (WR 44) of Monaco justifying her 

number 1 seeded position.  

WTT Star Contender Doha 

Running from 20th-25th September 2021 the latest of the WTT events took place in Doha. England’s 

Paul Drinkhall, Tin-Tin Ho and Liam Pitchford participated.  

Men’s Singles 

Drinkhall (WR 57) had a tough first match against Austrian, Daniel Habesohn (WR 44), always a tricky 

player and although a close match it was the Austrian who progressed, -2, -7, 13, 10, -4.  

Pitchford (WR 14), as Number 4 seed, had a bye into the last 32 where he defeated Portuguese, Tiago 

Apolonia (WR 60) 3-1 with the score of 8, -9, 3, 3, next up was Ho Kwan Kit of Hong Kong China (WR 

Liam Pitchford in Budapest.  

Photo courtesy of WTT 

Denise Payet and Andrea Pavlovic, Croatia.  

Photo courtesy of WTT 
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103) and another 3-1 victory 5, -7, 9, 8. Quarter-finals and a straight 3-0 scoreline 4, 7, 11 against 

Wong Chun Ting of Hong Kong China (WR 20). Reaching the Semi-final, Pitchford had to face Brazilian, 

Hugo Calderano (WR 8), where it was a 4-1 defeat -2, -8, 8, -5, -9. So close but not to be as Calderano 

went on to win the tournament which elevated him to world number 5.  

Women’s Singles 

Ho’s (WR 94) first match was against Indian, Archana Girish Kamath (WR 132) short but not so sweet 

as she lost 3-1, -7, 6, -11, -8.  

Men’s Doubles 

A tough draw as Drinkhall and Pitchford were drawn against Number 1 seeds, Chinese Taipei’s, Chuang 

Chih-Yuan and Chen Chien-An, in the first match, the Round of 16. An excellent win for the English pair 

3-1 starting well and although losing the third game went on to win 7, 1, -5, 7. Next up were former 

European Doubles Champions from Austria, Robert Gardos and Daniel Habesohn, a closer match but 

again a win for Drinkhall and Pitchford 3-2 by 9, 10, -4, -10, 11. Into the Semi-finals where they met 

Cedric Nuytinck of  Belgium and Bojan Tokic of  Slovenia which the score 7, 8, 7 made it look as if it 

was a comfortable match.  The win put them through to the final where they faced Seungmin Cho and 

Jaehyun An of Korea. Considering their respective singles 

rankings on paper (WR 80 and 41) it should have been the 

title for our players. However, it was not their finest hour. 

They lost the first 11-7, the second game was a big 

improvement and they won 11-4, the third was tight but a 

11-9 loss meant the fourth game was crucial. It wasn’t a 

good start and a time out was called by coach, Gavin Evans, 

when they were down 4-0 but this did not stop the rot, the 

Koreans served into the net with ten match points in hand 

before claiming the game and the tournament title having 

come through from the Qualifying Rounds, final score -7, 4, 

-9, -4. 

Women’s Doubles 

Ho partnered her U21 European Champion doubles partner, Karoline Mischek against Qualifiers 

Maryam Ferei and Shima Safaei and they had a straightforward 3-0 win, 9, 9, 5. Their Quarter-final 

was against Barbara Balazova and Sarah de Nutte and Ho and Mischek had an excellent result here, 

winning 3-2 -8, -14, 9, 9, 8. The Semi-final was a different story as they faced Yang Haeun and Jeon 

Jihee which was a rather short lived match 3-0, 4, 9, 7.  

Mixed Doubles 

Not an easy match for Pitchford and Ho as they faced Portuguese, Tiago Apolonia and Jieni Shao but 

they had a good 3-1 win, 11, 8, -9, 9. The next round, the Quarter-finals wasn’t so positive against the 

number 2 seeds, Wong Chun Ting and Doo Hoi Kem as they lost 3-1 by 5, -7, -10, -5.  

  

Paul Drinkhall and Liam Pitchford.  

Photo courtesy of WTT 
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Table Tennis England’s Annual Conference 

The presentation of the TTE Annual Report has been split from the AGM for a couple of years now and 

this year as the AGM agenda was so long it had been decided to hold the conference on a separate 

occasion. This took place on 10th August 2021 a few weeks after the TTE AGM. 

As in recent year’s written questions on the Annual Review could be submitted beforehand as well as 

being asked on the night.  

So, on a Thursday evening starting at 7.30pm we again linked up to Zoom for a virtual meeting which 

started with the presentation of the Annual Report where several questions were asked before four 

presentations were made: a pre-recorded one on the Competition Review, Return to the Table, 

Centenary Plan and Fast Format Leagues. 

There were a disappointingly low number of people who attended the Conference, 46 in all, including 

staff and Board members. Questions raised included queries about the Board Review, low number of 

players designated elite status, performance, new British Table Tennis Federation organisation, 

changes in Honours criteria, finances (£1,680,083 for salaries, £47,144 legal costs, external agency 

fees £172,790 which includes £60,000 for new website development), lack of committee reports and 

other information.  

The final part of the meeting was the naming of those who it had been agreed should be the recipient 

of the various awards (as opposed to the honours ie Vice-Presidents) at the AGM.   

The most prestigious award, the Keith Ponting Memorial Trophy for Lifetime Achievement went to 

Peter Charters and how well deserved that was, truly a lifetime dedicated to table tennis. Caroline 

Williams received the Ivor Montagu Award for her work as Returning Officer and husband, Estyn 

Williams, the Malcolm Scott Award for chairing the EGM in January and acting as National Council 

Chairman. Liam Pitchford was the recipient of the Victor Barna Award for reaching the final of the 

Qatar Open whilst Joseph Hunter and Bethany Ellis received the Mike Watts Achievement Awards for 

the players who had improved their rankings the most in the 2019/20 season. The final award to be 

presented, the A K “Bill” Vint, OBE Staff Award went to Greg Yarnall for his work during the last twelve 

months with keeping members up to date with all the various Covid-19 do’s and don’ts and the work 

with various webinars.  

          
             Peter Charters                  Caroline Williams                     Estyn Williams                          Liam Pitchford 

 

There were no recipients of the Leslie Forrest Memorial Trophy or the Johnny Leach Award for the 

Most Improved England Player.  
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European Championships: Qualifying Tournament 
 

The Men’s team had already qualified by right to play in this year’s European Championships Finals in 

Cluj-Napoca, Romania due to their final position in the 2019 European Championships Finals. 

The Women’s Team needed to qualify for the Finals by either finishing top of their group in the 

Qualifying Tournament or coming in second place and then winning the knockout phase. The 

Qualifying Tournament was played in Belgrade starting on 27th August 2021 and the women faced 

Finland and Lithuania in Group D. England ladies were the highest World ranked team in the group at 

56 with Lithuania at 65 and Finland at 95. 

The English squad of five players were Charlotte Bardsley, Tin-Tin Ho, Denise Payet and Maria 

Tsaptsinos plus player-coach, Kelly Sibley, who returned to play after three years out of competition. 

These players were the only ones who had been granted elite status and so had been able to train 

during lockdown.  

The first match against Finland resulted in a 3-1 win with Ho winning two matches, Payet one match 

and the loss belonged to Tsaptsinos. 

        
Denise Payet and Maria Tsaptsinos. Photos courtesy of the ETTU 

 

England then had a close encounter with Lithuania defeating them 3-2. Ho again won her two matches 

but losses for Bardsley and Payet before Sibley stepped in at 2-2 to clinch the last match giving England 

the victory. This meant they were top of their group and so have a place at the Finals along with 

Greece, Slovenia and Croatia all as group winners and Turkey from the Play-offs. 

 
Charlotte Bardsley. Photo courtesy of the ETTU 

 

European Championships: Finals 

The European Championships Finals took place from 28th September-3rd October 2021 at Cluj-Napoca 

in Romania. 26 Men’s Teams and 24 Women’s Teams took part with five players allowed for each 

team with a maximum of four eligible to play in each best of five match. Only the top team in each 

group went through to the Quarter-final knock-out stage. 
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Women’s Team: The Women’s team had a hard task as the lowest ranked team in their group of three 

having to play Sweden and Poland. The first match on day 1 was against Sweden (team WR 21) and 

Maria Tsaptsinos (WR 199) started England’s campaign and was closely defeated 3-2 by Christina 

Kallberg (WR 182) -8, 9, -7, 7, 7, -9. Next up was Tin-Tin Ho (WR 94) who faced Linda Bergstrom (WR 

77) and she too went down 3-2 with a score of 6, -4, 4, -10, -9. Denise Payet (WR 357) played at number 

3 and her match too was a case of nearly but not quite, another 3-2 loss to Jennifer Jonsson (WR 306) 

-5, 7, -9, 8, -10. All the matches so tight but the England players couldn’t quite get over the line. 

       
Denise Payet and Maria Tsaptsinos. Photos courtesy of the ETTU 

 

Match 2 on day two was against Poland whose team were world ranked at 14, so a considerable 

challenge. Without Natalie Partyka the team wasn’t at full strength so there was a possibility of a win. 

Ho started and this time she came out the victor in a close five game match winning 10, 8, -12, -9, 9 

against Katarzyna Wegrzyn (WR 294). Maria Tsaptsinos at number 2 suffered a straight 3-0 loss against 

Natalia Bajor (WR 91) by 7, 9, 10. Charlotte Bardsley (WR 993) came in at number 3 for her first match 

of the championships and despite fighting well wasn’t able to put England in the lead against Anna 

Wegrzyn (WR 253), score -9, 9, -7, -8. Ho was on the table for her second match against Bajor and she 

too suffered a straight 3-0 defeat 7, 14, 9.  

       
Charlotte Bardsley and Tin-Tin Ho. Photos courtesy of the ETTU 

 

As only the top team in the group qualified for the knock-out rounds the English women did not 

progress, nevertheless the scores show there was a good fighting spirit, particularly against Sweden. 

Men’s Team: England men were seeded at 3 and were in a group of three with Slovakia and Serbia. 

The first match was against Serbia and Pitchford got the team off to a good start with a 3-1 win against 

Marko Jevtovic (WR 220) with the score 6, 2, -7, 9. Drinkhall was next on the table where he faced 

Zsolt Peto (WR 154) but he was unable to defeat his opponent and lost 8, 8, 4. Tom Jarvis (WR 172) 

was given the number 3 slot and he too was defeated by Dimitrije Levajac (WR 375) to put Serbia in 

front. Sam Walker (WR 97) came in for the fourth match and had a very tight game but he is a player 

who excels on big occasions. Despite being 10-7 down in the fifth end he held his nerve and won the 

next five points to win the match by the narrowest of margins -5, 7, 7, -4, 10 and give England the 
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chance of winning the fixture. So, with the score level Pitchford played his second match and had a 

more comfortable win 9, 10, 5 against Peto. The match to England but it was a close call.  

    
Tom Jarvis and Liam Pitchford. Photos courtesy of the ETTU 

 

England’s second match against Slovakia started successfully with Pitchford beating Lubomir Pistej 

(WR 67), 3, 8, 12. Drinkhall had a tough match when he faced the higher ranked defender Yang Wang 

(WR 35). It was a good result after a well fought battle as the Englishman won -9, 4, -8, 8, 6. Third on 

the table was Sam Walker whose opponent was Jakub Zelinka (WR 633), on paper it should have been 

easy but since the new system of rankings has been in force rankings appear not to be such a reliable 

indication of ability. It was another five setter and another win for Walker with the score -9, 7, 7, -12, 

6. And so, England were through to the Quarter-finals, next opponents, Denmark who reached this 

stage with an unexpected win against Portugal who were ranked fifth in the Championships. 

The match against Denmark started with a change in the playing order and Drinkhall went on in the 

number 1 spot where he met Jonathan Groth (WR 32). A superb start to the Quarter-final match as he 

once again overcame a higher ranked opponent, the game was close but he got over the line in the 

fifth game 5, -8, 7, -7, 8 which set the team up well. Pitchford was next up against Anders Lind (WR 

83) and this match too went to the lower ranked player, another close 3-2 match which Pitchford lost 

8, -7, -9, 7, -9, Denmark had levelled the score. Not helped by Pitchford’s outburst of foul language.  

Walker now had to try and put England ahead once more as he faced Tobias Rasmussen (WR 208). A 

difficult match for both players who had played so well together at the European Championships in 

2018/19 where they had reached the Quarter-final in the Men’s Doubles. Another close match and 

another that went to five but the win went to the Dane -9, 9, 8, -4, -8. Pitchford was back on the table 

and he levelled the score beating Groth 9, 7, 6. England 2 Denmark 2.  

      
Sam Walker and Paul Drinkhall. Photos courtesy of the ETTU 

 

The last match to decide who went through to the Semi-final was Drinkhall v Lind. First end to 

Drinkhall, level pegging at the end of the second, Drinkhall again ahead in the third, Lind levelled again 
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in the fourth and then took the fifth, final score 7, -8, 7, -5, -7. Game, match and a place in the Semi-

final to Denmark.  

The Champions 

Germany won both the Men’s and Women’s Team events. Although the accolades must go to the 

Germans teams the plaudits go to the exciting, young Russian team who surpassed all expectations to 

face Germany in the Men’s final and made the Germans fight for every point. There were some 

outstanding points in the final, played with real passion and it was a pleasure to watch the match as 

so many matches at other tournaments recently have been rather sterile.  

    
The two delighted German teams. Photos courtesy of the ETTU 

 

Comment: The tournament seemed to run very smoothly and looked well organised by the Romanian 

Association with good Covid-19 protocols in place. It was a little disappointing that our Men’s Team 

matches were not live streamed for their group matches which were played on Table 5, the only table 

not shown. However, coverage was excellent on the other four tables. It was also disappointing that 

several top European players did not take part – no Timo Boll, Dimitrij Ovtcharov, Simon Gauzy, 

Kristian Karlsson or Petrissa Solja or Han Ying. It was a similar tale at the Asian Games which strangely 

were played in Qatar where there were no Chinese participants and several of the top Japanese 

players were missing. 

 

ETTA Centenary 

As many of you will know by now the ETTA celebrates its centenary this year as it is considered by the 

doyen of table tennis history, Colin Clemett, that the Association was founded on 7th November 1921. 

Although at that time it was named the Ping Pong Association and subsequently was titled the Table 

Tennis Association and later still the English Table Tennis Association the changes were effectively a 

change in name only – in the same way the Association is still officially the English Table Tennis 

Association Ltd but trading as Table Tennis England.  

To mark the centenary eight projects are underway or in the pipeline. These are: 

Centenary Conversation 

Centenary Celebration 

Centenary Seminars 

Centenary Legacy 

Centenary Book 

Centenary Gala Dinner 

Centenary Heritage 

Centenary Fundraising 
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The Good News 

• The Charlie Childs Coaching Grant has been set up in 

memory of Charlie in conjunction of Charlie’s family and 

TTE. It will provide support for those looking to start or 

continue on their coaching journey; support coaches to 

increase youth, women and girls’ and/or disabled 

people’s participation in the sport; support coaches’ 

continuous development; support individuals to inspire 

others to be involved in leadership positions with the 

sport. Grants will be available for those aged between 16 

and 30, identifies as a female, is living with a disability or 

coaches individuals with a disability within table tennis 

or an individual from either an ethnically diverse 

community or lower socio-economic group. 

 

• 11-year-old Kacper Piwowar and Sienna Jetha, aged 12, took part in the ITTF Hopes Selection 

camp which took place in the Czech Republic in September. Following this, Piwowar was 

invited to attend the ITTF Hopes Week and Challenge in Jordan later in 2021. Jetha may get 

invited by way of a wild card or an additional European place.  

 

• Paul Drinkhall has retained his place on the ETTU Athletes Commission for another three 

years. He was originally elected in 2018, good to have English representation on this 

committee. 

 

• Delighted to see that Simon Heaps, former 

England international and European Youth 

Championships Cadet Boys Singles Champion in 1971, 

has won the Sheffield Para Open Grand Prix in Class 4-

5. In 2019 Simon lost a leg due to diabetes and has 

adapted to playing table tennis from a wheelchair. 

Simon is hoping to play at the Commonwealth Games 

in Birmingham next year and we hope he realises his 

dream – even at the tender age of 66.  

 

 

 

ITTF World Championships 

Due to Covid-19 there ended up with no World Team Championships in Busan last year which would 

have been for the team events. Therefore, it is a pleasure to be able to say that the individual events 

are taking place in Houston, Texas from 23rd-29th November 2021.  

Entry is by qualification and England have four players who have qualified: Paul Drinkhall, Liam 

Pitchford, Sam Walker and Tin-Tin Ho.  

We wish them all a safe and enjoyable tournament.  

Simon Heaps with Shaun Marples, British Para 

Pathways Coach 

The late Charlie Childs with Lois Peake  

who will help assess the awards.  

Photo courtesy of Roger Hance 

 



34 
Table Tennis Times: Issue 24 - Autumn 2021 

Crawley Grand Prix 

Following closely on the heels of the junior tournament the first Grand Prix for over eighteen months 

was held on 18th and 19th September 2021 at K2 in Crawley. A good field of 148 men and 29 women 

took part in the various events. As is usual the banded events took place on Saturday whilst the Men’s 

and Women’s Open Singles, U21 Men’s and Women’s Singles and the Restricted and Mixed Veteran 

Singles were held on Sunday. Two full and busy days. 

The Men’s Singles was won by Leicestershire’s, Sam Mabey, who has been a regular on the Grand Prix 

circuit for some time. A good win for Sam who was ranked at Number 3 but with the withdrawal of 

top seed, Russian, Grigory Vlasov and second seed, Darius Knight falling to the wiles of Niall Cameron, 

it was left to Mabey to take the title and the prize money. He beat the experienced and top player, 

Lorestas Trumpauskas, in the final. A good weekend for both players as Mabey also won the Men’s 

Band 1 Singles and Trumpauskas the Mixed Veteran Singles.  

    
Sam Mabey and Lorestas Trumpauskas. Photos courtesy of Michael Loveder 

 

The Women’s Singles was a little more straightforward as Number 1 seed, Denise Payet, was delighted 

to take the win overcoming Tiana Dennison, ranked 5th, in the final. 

    
Denise Payet and Tiana Dennison. Photos courtesy of Michael Loveder 

 

It was also a good weekend for Welsh lass, Lara Whitton, who won the U21 Women’s Singles, Band 1 

Women’s Singles and was a Semi-finalist in the Women’s Singles. Her performances earned her the 

accolade of Player of the Weekend.  

 
Lara Whitton. Photo courtesy of Michael Loveder 
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Table Tennis and Parkinson’s 

There have been two tournaments for players with Parkinson’s disease recently. The first Parkinson’s 

Table Tennis UK Championships were held at St Neots TTC on 21st August 2021 with Dave Cochrane as 

the referee and Daniel Bullen, the tournament organiser and supported by Table Tennis England. 

There were various Classes and Bands which catered for the differing classification levels. 

Covering the whole of the UK it was a day which was appreciated by all the participants who look 

forward to this being an annual event. 

 
Some of the players at the UK tournament. Photo courtesy of Michael Loveder 

 

The tournament at St Neots was followed shortly afterwards by the ITTF Parkinson’s World 

Championships which ran from 9th-12th September 2021 in Berlin. It proved a very successful 

championships for Jan Fuller and George Chan. Fuller won the Class 1 Women’s Singles final, a silver 

medal with Chan in the Class 1 Mixed Doubles and a bronze in the Class 1 Women’s Doubles partnered 

by Digna Lopez-Abarca from Chile. As well as his Mixed Doubles silver medal, Chan also took home a 

gold in the Class 2 Men’s Doubles with American, Nenad Bach, whose brainchild the championships 

were. 21 Associations were represented with a total of 135 players in this, the third time the 

Championships were held. 

       
Jan Fuller and George Chan. Photos courtesy of Michael Loveder 
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Upcoming Events 

Domestic 

• Preston Grand Prix: 30th-31st October 2021 

• Cardiff Satellite Grand Prix: 18th-19th December 2021 

• National Championships Qualification: 8th-9th January 2022, Nottingham 

• Cadet National Cup: 5th-6th March 2022 

• Wolverhampton Grand Prix: 12th-13th March 2022 

• National Championships: 25th-27th March 2021, Nottingham 

• Junior, U17, Cadet National Championships: 30th April-1st May 2022, Nottingham 

• London Grand Prix: 28th-29th May 2022 

• U11 and U13 National Championships: 11th-12th June 2022, Wolverhampton 

• Junior National Cup: 18th-19th June 2022 

• Gloucester Grand Prix: 25th-26th June 2022 

• Women and Girls Event: 2nd July 2022 (tbc) 

• English Leagues Cup Competition Finals: 9th-10th July 2022 

• Senior National Cup: 16th-17th July 2022 (tbc) 

 

NB: Some venues have still to be confirmed 

International: 

• Europe Youth Top 10: 15th-17th October 2021, Tours, France 

• Home Countries International: 12th-14th November 2021, Scotland 

• European U21 Championships: 10th-14th November 2021, Spa, Belgium 

• World Table Tennis Championships: 23rd-29th November 2021, Houston, USA 

• European Veteran Championships: 25th June-2nd July 2022, Rimini, Italy 

• European Youth Championships: 8th-9th July 2022 

• Commonwealth Games: 29th July-8th August 2022, Birmingham 

 

Our Contact Details 

Diane and Harvey Webb    Tel: 01424 216342 
Pine Edge      
12 Salvington Crescent     Email: DianeK1414@hotmail.co.uk 
Bexhill-on-Sea                                HarveyWebb17@gmail.com 
East Sussex  
TN39 3NP 
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