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At the time of writing the virus lockdown measures are being eased and more shops are re-opening, 
which should start to bring a more normal feeling, but for many of us we will still have to be very careful 
and table tennis as we know it is still is some way away. Not wanting to get political here, but Harvey is 
wondering if it is too late to emigrate to New Zealand? He has a great admiration for their Prime 
Minister who seems to get it right every time. 

For some time the idea of including a new section to our magazine has been at the forefront of our 
minds, this idea was born as a result of several interesting emails received from many of our readers and 
in particular from Graham Frankel. He, like us and others, has theories and ideas that could be debated 
by a wider audience and hope this reaches those who might like to add to their thoughts. There is no 
wish to resurrect the “Controversy” column that existed years ago in the ETTA house magazine but we 
hope it will generate positive thoughts and ideas. The new section is “The Debate”. 

Whilst contemplating how to start this idea, lo and behold the perfect article appeared from Brian Kean. 
Brian, as many of you know is a former Scottish International and was instrumental in running “Table 
Toppers” with John Hilton. If you ever had the pleasure of seeing them in action Brian was Captain 
Cornflake, whilst John was …….well, John. We hope you enjoy Brian’s article on page 16 onwards and 
that you will join the debate. All views are Brian’s although we do share many of them. 

Returning to Graham Frankel for a moment he has been using the “lockdown” time to good effect and 
has now finished his book “Ping ! – a personal perspective on table tennis”.  

With no tournaments to report since our last edition this edition has a slightly different feel but includes 
many of the usual features, and we hope still manages to inform and entertain. The popular series by 
Ken and Karenza Mathews is included, a look back to 1995 and the ‘Spotlight’ is turned on our good 
friend, Mick Strode. There are some feature articles and we pay tribute to those who have died in the 
last few months and our condolences go to all family and friends. 

Let us all hope that in another three months the current glimmer at the end of the tunnel turns into a 
beaming light and we can all return to at least a modified version of the sport we love. 

 

Diane and Harvey Webb 
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The Good News Page: A Heart Warming Story 

In 1973 Jane Hartwell won the Sidney Napper Cup at the Slough Junior 

Open for the Junior Girls Singles. The cup was never played for again 

despite quite a star studded cast of previous winners including Jill Shirley 

(later Jill Hammersley/Jill Parker) in 1968, Karenza Smith (Mathews) and 

Linda Henwood (Hales) were also winners of the trophy and in 1969 a 

Russian junior. The Slough Junior Open was organised by Tony Pacitto who 

discovered and coached many successful juniors. 

Nearly 50 years later Jane, now Mrs Miller, wished to return the trophy to 

the ETTA. It’s surprising what can be found in attics during lockdown! 

However, as the trophy appeared to belong to the Slough League it 

seemed appropriate to put Jane in touch with them. The difficulty being 

that the Slough League is no longer in existence having been more or less 

subsumed by Cippenham TTC. Contact was made with Cippenham and 

Graham Trimming very kindly let me know that the cup was actually 

presented by Slough Table Tennis Club and not the League and that Sidney 

Napper was the grandfather of third generation player, Jackie Wood (nee 

Napper) who is still involved in table tennis. Contact was made with Jackie. 

 

Jackie tells of how the trophy was donated by her father, Derek, in 

memory of his father, Sidney. The hope was that Jill Shirley would 

win it. Jackie along with brother, Robin, played for Slough British 

Legion and where Jill was also a member. The Napper brother and 

sister often partnered Jill at doubles.  It was at the Slough British 

Legion Club where the Slough Junior Open was played. Players 

came from miles around to play in the tournament and not just 

from England as it was regarded as one of the most prestigious 

junior events on the calendar.  

Several emails later between Jane and Jackie and the precious 

cargo has found its way home. Jackie was rather overwhelmed at 

seeing the trophy again. 

Jane too was delighted with the outcome “When I rediscovered 

the trophy during our lockdown attic clearance I had no idea that 

such a happy outcome could be found. I had thought that it would 

be rather anonymously returned to the Slough table tennis league, 

instead of which it has been reunited with Sidney Napper’s 

granddaughter - I couldn’t be more thrilled!” 

A happy ending. With thanks to Graham Trimming. 

 

Jane in 1973 

Jane with the trophy 40 years on 
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Table Tennis England AGM 2020 

The TTE AGM was scheduled for Saturday, 18th July 2020 and it was an AGM with a difference. As it was 

not possible to hold a live meeting the meeting took place by video conferencing and Zoom was used  

for those who had registered beforehand. The time frame was for a 40 minute meeting followed by an 

Annual Conference of an hour and twenty minutes.  

The Annual Report was available online before the meeting and as in the last couple of years written 

questions were able to be asked on the Report and then answers given on the TTE website. There were 

some very pertinent and thought provoking questions. An excellent initiative but only available for those 

with access to computers.  

The AGM Agenda was minimal as all Rule Change Propositions had been withdrawn, there was no 

update on the Mission 2025 statement, the Annual Report was not on the Agenda and there was no 

opportunity to ask verbal questions, only written ones – if you were quick enough to type something. 

Apart from the approval of 2019 Minutes, presentation of the Financial Report & Audited Accounts and 

approval of Honorary Appointments and re-appointment of Vice-Presidents that was all for matters of 

substance. 

Two new Honorary Life Members were approved: Stuart Sherlock (International Referee) and Keith 

Thomas (former ETTA Treasurer). Five new Vice-Presidents were elected: Simon Griew (Board Member), 

Brian Jackson (Referee), Jan Johns (VETTS), John Mapletoft (Grantham League) and Gary Wood (British 

League Secretary). 

    

         
Top: Stuart Sherlock, Keith Thomas 

Bottom: Simon Griew, Brian Jackson, Jan Johns, Gary Wood 

 

The Annual Conference followed the AGM. There were several presentations with the two major ones 

being on ‘Returning to Play’ and the ‘Impact Report’. Unfortunately, several of the videos were partly 

without sound and a bit jumpy so not the best to see what they were about. The ‘Return to Play’ gave 

some information as to what the immediate future is likely to be and we were told  that there is to be 

no competitive table tennis before 1st September this year at the earliest and no doubles until at least 1st 

January 2021. Other information was about how best to manage practice and ensure the safety of 

players by following guidelines. 
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The ‘Impact Report’ mainly gave statistics on various aspects of table tennis in England and it can be 

viewed online. 

There was then an acknowledgement of the earlier Honours and a list of those who had been 

recommended for other awards. Strangely, they were not part of the AGM as has always happened in 

the past.  

Keith Ponting President’s Memorial Award: Alan Ransome. 

Malcolm Scott Award: Jo Keay-Blyth (Staff). 

Ivor Montagu Award: Dave Goulden. 

Leslie Forrest Memorial Trophy: John Spiers. 

Victor Barna Award: Liam Pitchford. 

Johnny Leach Most Improved Player of the Year Award: Tom Jarvis. 

 

         
Alan Ransome, Dave Goulden, Liam Pitchford, Tom Jarvis 

 

I was particularly pleased to see Stuart Sherlock and Alan Ransome being honoured. Between them they 

have over 100 years involvement in table tennis and have been major players on the English, European 

and World stage. 

 

It was certainly a different meeting with the biggest disappointment being not able to ask verbal 

questions or have any kind of debate on the work of Table Tennis England over the last twelve months. 

However, further questions can be asked during the week following the AGM and responses will be 

made in a further Q & A format.  The lack of debate was definitely the biggest negative. It was also 

disappointing to see not all the honours and awards coming under the AGM but split between the AGM 

and the Conference. I also found it rather sad that the individuals who had died in the last year were not 

named. We also missed not having the opportunity to meet up with old friends 

 

It is appreciated that times are difficult at present and using Zoom for the meeting obviously was not 

ideal. Numbers for Zoom had to be restricted to a maximum of 100 due to problems with the broadband 

width. Ultimately, only 78 of the 110 who had registered actually signed in. There were 11 Board 

members including the CEO and 47 other Company Members, a very low figure when you consider there 

are 272 Company Members in total. There was a small number of Honorary Life Members and the 

remainder were made up from the general membership. It would be interesting to find out why the 

number was so low, there was no expense involved as no travel and Zoom enabled those with computer 

access to take part. 

Let us hope at the next AGM a more usual meeting will be able to be held. 

------------------------------ 

 



5 
Table Tennis Times Issue 19: Summer 2020 

A Table Tennis Life 

The Continued Adventures of Ken and Karenza Mathews: 1971 
 

Karenza: Ken and I went to the Afan Lido at Port Talbot on 6th and 7th 

of March for the Welsh Open. Jill won the Women’s Singles and then 

she and I won the Women’s Doubles and I partnered Chester to win 

the Mixed. Jill was a defensive player and was improving to a point 

where I was struggling against her - and so were some of the best 

players in Europe. 

 

And then it was a training camp for the team at the Crystal Palace for a 

week before flying out to Singapore on 17th March.  The start of the 

trip was marred when Denis and Chester refused to go with the team. I 

felt some sympathy for them as, at the last minute we were told that 

the trip would be extended for three days which would take it over 

Easter; they had both agreed to play exhibition matches that weekend. 

Anyway we had to travel without them. Tony Clayton was flown out a 

day later to make up the Men’s team.  

This trip was why we had needed those injections a week or two ago. (I received a certificate from Japan 

Air Lines for flying over the North Pole!) The 1st Commonwealth Table Tennis Championships were held 

at the Singapore Badminton Hall (!). 

The photo below left, shows Pauline (Piddock), Jill (Shirley) and me. It's a good job it is in black and white 

as the suits we were wearing were bright red. We were flying Dan Air and they had provided cheap air 

flights for the England Team and so they had given us stewardess suits to wear; this was a publicity 

picture.  

... and below, right, is Pauline, Alan Hydes and me arriving at Singapore - looking a bit haggard after a 

long flight. 
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Pauline, Jill and Karenza at a reception in Singapore. I'm not too sure what that stuff is in the dish 

England made a clean sweep of all the titles. Jill, Pauline and I won the Women’s Team event and then I 

lost to Jill in the Women’s Singles final. Pauline and I won the Women’s Doubles but, partnering Tony 

Clayton, we lost in the final of the Mixed to Pauline and Alan Hydes. 

Things were very much tougher in the World 

championships which were staged at Nagoya, 

Japan, from 28th of March to 7th of April. Jill, 

Pauline Piddock and I did well in the team event 

beating Sweden, France and then Russia who were 

the reigning World Champions. After that we lost 

to China. Unfortunately the system of points 

scoring resulted in our ending up ranked eighth. 

The photo below shows Jill and me looking tense 

as we watch one of the England Team players. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karenza and Pauline in the Women’s Team Event 
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None of us did well in 

the Singles. It was very 

sad that we didn't have 

Chester and Denis there. 

I reached the second 

round but then lost to 

Rudnova of Russia - but 

at least I beat a Japanese 

girl in the qualifying 

competition and then 

beat Mihalca of Rumania 

in the first round proper.  

The tournament was 

dominated by the Oriental players - except in the Men’s Singles 

which was won by Stellan Bengtsson of Sweden; this was a great 

win bringing the Men’s Singles title back to Europe for the first time since 1953. After his win he was 

asked how he had been able to detect what kind of spin his opponents were putting on the ball. He 

replied that he had been able to see the little blocks of writing stamped on the side of the spinning ball 

as it came towards him. He must have had fantastic eyesight! 

In this picture (right) Jill and I were out and about in 

Tokyo with our interpreter.  

And a picture, below, of me number 62, playing Singles 

against - I have no idea who she was! 

A side note here about our friend Les Greswell. He had 

eventually made it to Japan and, while we were in 

Nagoya we saw quite a bit of him. It was during those 

championships that he met Kioko who was the 

Japanese interpreter attached to the England Team. 

Romance flourished between Les and Kioko and, 

sometime later they married. 

Following the tournament, the England team was invited to visit China. The reason for the unexpected 

invitation was that the Cultural Revolution was just 

finishing in China and their leaders wanted to show the 

results of the drive back towards the communist values 

cherished by Chairman Mao Zedong. An American 

team was also invited and the whole thing became 

known as Ping Pong Diplomacy. I had a real problem as 

I had already signed a contract to do some filming for 

Dunlop Sports back in England and so I had to forgo 

that trip. Fortunately, I was able to go on a subsequent 

visit to China in 1973 - more of that later. 
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Ken: Incidentally, the film was duly made over the next few months; it was a table tennis training film. I 

tried to track down a copy and eventually succeeded. I found it was part of a compilation of different 

film clips put together by the United States Table Tennis Association, called ‘Golden Filmreels’. It came 

under the heading of the U.S.T.T.A., Historic Film Library, Volumes 1 and 2. It was made by Hardbat 

Productions. They currently have a website, which is www.hardbat.com It doesn’t show any competitive 

play, just the demonstration of some strokes in a short film called,‘1968 Dunlop Tips’. Obtaining film of 

Karenza playing is difficult and expensive. The finals of the English Closed was televised when Karenza 

won the title this year and (although we haven’t got there yet!) when she retained the title in 1972. 

Although during the Sixties and Seventies many table tennis events, particularly international matches, 

were televised, I can specifically remember only one of those and that was the match against 

Czechoslovakia, held at the Ibis Theatre in London on Thursday, 19th October 1967. It was televised by 

ITV. It would certainly be a good film to have as Karenza beat Marta Luzova, the Czech champion. One 

day I will try to get a copy of this film to show our children and grandchildren of their Mum and Grand 

Mum in action.  

Karenza: I went to another junior training camp at Lea Green in April - that was where they did the last 

of the filming for Dunlop Sports.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 12th May I went with the team to a dinner held at the Chinese Embassy in London.  

On 29th May we heard about the wedding of Malcolm Sugden, the Scottish player who married a girl 

called Wendy.  

Another wedding! This time it was on 3rd June and it was Jill’s turn. She married a chap called Nick 

Hammersley at St Thomas’ Church at Colnbrook in Berkshire.  

 

-------------------------------------- 

 

  

http://www.hardbat.com/
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Photographic Retrospective on the National Championships 

 
With no tournaments or indeed any play since our last issue and as there were such an array of excellent 

photographs at the National Championships this year we thought we would show a few more this issue. 

From Alan Man: 

    

 

    
Top: Gemma Kerr, Joe Cope     Bottom: Bonnie and Paul Drinkhall, Ethan Walsh 

 

From Michael Loveder: 

 
Paul Drinkhall in action 
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The young and the not so young: Jemima Choudhury and Cliff Carder in one of his T-shirts 

 

From Michael Rhodes (some very artistic images): 

 

     

 

    
Top: Amy Marriott, Jodie Morris   Bottom: Michael O’Driscoll, David McBeath 
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Spotlight on Mick Strode – The Smiling Umpire 

Our very good friend Mick Strode has decided to step down from all his 

table tennis connections and so we thought it would be a fitting time to 

pay tribute to one of our best and best loved umpires and referees.  

Mick first picked up a bat and played on the dining room table when he 
was staying with relatives at the tender age of nine. However, his 
earlier sporting interest centered around ten pin bowling. An import 
from America ten pin bowling alleys sprung up around the country in 
the 1960s and Mick, who lived not far from the newly built alley at 
Golders Green soon became heavily involved in this sport. He became 
English Universities Singles Champion in 1967 whilst at Brunel 
University where he was studying Mechanical Engineering where he 
became Southern Region Universities Champion with an average of 
over 200. His wife Jan recalls that he played in a 10 Pin Bowling match 
on the morning of his wedding much to the disgust of his family.   
 
A move to Farnborough for work saw the end of this activity as 
there was nowhere close by to play. Ten pin bowling’s loss, table 
tennis's gain. 
 
After joining his work's Table Tennis club at NGTE Pystock in 1978 Mick took up table tennis again but on 
a more competitive basis, joining the Local League in 1978. It was the year that Mick started running 
events locally and was asked by the Aldershot League to be its Tournament Secretary. The first event 
which Mick undertook was the League's 'Handicap' event. The words of wisdom that were passed on to 
him was that it was easy to run. 'Players just turn up, you put them in groups of six as they arrive and 
then put them on a table'. 168 players turned up! A huge entry, double the normal due to added 
interest in table tennis following the World Championships. The event eventually finished, successfully, 
at 1am. Despite this initial baptism by fire Mick enjoyed the challenge but saw the need for change. He 
started putting rules in place, basic rules, such as entering the competition beforehand rather than just 
allowing players to turn up in the day. 
 
At this juncture Mick thought he might as well get qualified and became a County Umpire in 1980. He 
was beginning to become well known in the area and was invited by the South of England Tournament 
Committee to be its Arena Manager. The event was usually held in Wokingham which was also the 
venue that year for the National Championships. Doreen Stannard had heard about Mick and four days 
before the Nationals 'phoned and asked him if he could get a team together and set up the hall. Mick 
said he would on condition that he could umpire. Friday morning, 6am saw the team, bleary eyed get 
everything in place for the 9am start.  
 
Following this Mick was invited to other tournaments by people who were at this event and saw how 
well he worked. The next step was to take, and successfully pass, the Tournament Referee papers, 
followed by National Umpire and National Referee. This enabled Mick to become first Deputy Referee 
and then Referee at the South of England 3* Tournament. A position he held for several years until its 
demise. Moving up the ladder Mick was put up for the International Umpire's qualification and became 
IU 88000, a number which Mick is very proud of. The first two numbers denote the year the exam was 
taken, the last three numbers are according to how well a candidate did in the exam. 000 being the 
highest in that year. A real reflection of the quality of Mick's umpiring skills. 
 
The European Top 12 in Charleroi in 1996 was Mick's first international appointment with the unusual 
arrangements of double beds for all umpires, even to the extent of male and female umpires sharing a 

Mick Strode at the English Open, 
Sheffield 2009.  

Photo by Tai Adedayo 
@lovexposedphotography.com 
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room! C'est la vie as they say in France. This didn't put Mick off and he went on to umpire at the 
European Championships in Sweden the following year with his most prestigious match being the Men's 
Singles final, watched live by 88 million people. 
 
As well as all the umpiring and refereeing duties Mick has been one of the great innovators of good 
tournament practices and procedures. When he first started refereeing a four event tournament would 
take about 36 hours for the draw and schedule to be completed, six people six hours each. A mammoth 
task. Mick brought his extensive knowledge and experience of IT to get the draw computerised. He has 
built up the system to the degree that an 18 event tournament now takes just 45 minutes. His system is 
used extensively throughout England, and there have got to be a lot of grateful referees out there. 
 
One of the few top-class referees who also continues umpiring at the highest level, Mick not only enjoys 
the challenges of the different roles but it was important to him that as a referee he still maintained an 
appreciation of the problems an umpire can face.  
 

 
 
In his early days Mick umpired the likes of Desmond Douglas, Alan Cooke, Alison Gordon and Karen Witt. 
He umpired Jan-Ove Waldner against Jorgen Persson in the European Club Cup and the Men's Singles 
Final in the 2004 World Championships in Doha where he yellow-carded Ma Lin for wasting time. 
However, even the best occasionally make errors and at one televised event, forgetting he was wired 
up, Mick went to pick up the ball at the end of a game and promptly ended up on his back, fortunately 
the adverts were being shown so it was not broadcast. 
 
Mick was England's first Blue Badge umpire and was 
one of only four Britain’s selected for umpiring at 
the Olympic Games in London in 2012. A fitting 
accolade to so many years of excellent service. The 
Olympic Games weren’t the only major event that 
Mick umpired at, as well as the World 
Championships in Doha he also umpired the World’s 
at Stuttgart, European Championships in 
Birmingham in 1994 and Commonwealth 
Championships in 1997, Glasgow. On the refereeing 
front he was Deputy Referee at both the 1997 
World Championships and 1998 Veteran World 
Championships, both held in Manchester, Deputy 
Referee at the Veteran European Championships in 
Aarhus, Denmark in 2001 and four times Deputy 
Referee at the Danish Open, they kept asking for him to come back. Domestically there are too many 
top events to name but they include referee at the National Championships for all ages, referee at the 
National Team Championships (ELCC) for many years, various Masters Tournaments, innumerable Grand 
Prix events including the annual jaunt to Jersey at Easter and a plethora of other events. 

Mick Strode leading out the players to umpire the Men’s 
Singles Final at the German Open, 2011.  

Photo courtesy of the ITTF 
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A great advocate of the Grand Prix Series, Mick donated two rather 
splendid trophies for the Overall Men’s and Women’s Season’s 
Champions and was on the Grand Prix Committee from 1999 to 2013 
and the Overall Referee from the inception of the Grand Prix in 1996 
until 2013. This wasn’t the only ETTA Committee that Mick served on 
and his knowledge enhanced many areas from the County 
Championships Committee, Information Technology Working Party, 
National Umpires & Referees Committee, Ranking Committee 
through to the ITTF and ETTU Umpires and Referees Committees. 
Mick was the Umpires Secretary for his county of Hampshire from 
1986 to 2014 and also served on Aldershot and Guildford 
Committees in various capacities including Chairman of the Aldershot 
League for many years. 
 
Due to ill health in 2013 Mick was unable to continue with his 
officiating duties, he was involved with so much it left an enormous 
gap in the refereeing area which has never been fully filled even to 

this day. However, Mick still maintained an active interest at local and county level but this has sadly 
also come to an end now. English and world table tennis owe Mick a huge debt of gratitude and we 
thank him on behalf of all who came in touch with him. 
 
As for the moniker at the beginning, Mick was known as 'The Smiling Umpire' in Germany and he would 
most like to be remembered for bringing a sense of humour to umpiring.   
 

Future Events 

The calendar whether in England, Europe or with World events is still very uncertain with no definite 

date from Table Tennis England as to when competitive table tennis will restart at national level. At the 

TTE AGM it was reported that there will be no competitive table tennis until 1st September at the 

earliest with 1st January 2021 being the date set for doubles to resume. 

Looking at the ITTF calendar the great majority of events have been cancelled or postponed until mid-

October 2020. What will happen after that? We will have to wait and see. 

In Europe the ETTU announced on 17th July 2020 that the European Championships in Poland are going 

ahead. These are due to be held from 15th-20th September in Warsaw and it is the year for individual 

events only. England is eligible to have five men in the tournament and three women due to their 

relative positions in last year’s European Team Championships and Qualifying event.  

Two major competitions that were postponed earlier this year now have dates. The World 

Championships in Busan, South Korea have been booked for 28th February – 7th March 2021. The latter 

weekend is when the National Championships in England and the rest of Europe are due to be held so it 

will be interesting to see how that will work out. The World Veteran Championships has also been 

rebooked for 26th April-2nd May 2021 in Bordeaux.  

 

 

8th June 2008, London GP. Mick Strode 
presenting Women's Cup to Shu Ying 

Xu, winner of the Overall GP Women's 
title for the season. 
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What was Happening 25 Years Ago? 1995  

 Andrea Holt is the only English medallist at the 60th English Open in Cleveland where she was 

Runner-up to the Netherlands player, Bettine Vrieskoop, in the Women’s Singles.   

 

 Singapore was the host city for the Commonwealth Championships and England won one gold 

medal  in the Men’s Doubles (Andrew Eden 

& Carl Prean), four silver medals in Men’s 

and Women’s Team events, Men’s Singles 

(Alan Cooke) and Mixed Doubles (Andrew 

Eden & Andrea Holt). Four bronze medals 

boosted the tally with Men’s Singles (Carl 

Prean), Women’s Singles (Lisa Lomas), 

Men’s Doubles (Bradley Billington & Alan 

Cooke) and Women’s Doubles (Andrea Holt 

& Lisa Lomas). 

 

 

 Middlesex won the County Championships Premier Division for the 26th time with Nigel Tyler, 

John Souter, Richard Hyacinth, Lesley Keast, Marta Pilchova and Neil Charles.  The Junior 

Premier Division was won by Yorkshire by the narrowest of margins 48-22 to Essex’s 47-23. 

 

 The ITTF removed the ban on liquid glue. 

 

 Richard Yule was appointed Chief Executive Officer.  Mike Watts rejoined the ETTA as Events 

Manager before later in the year becoming Director of the World Championships in Manchester. 

He was replaced by Mike Johns. 

 

 Two former World Champions died: Fred Perry and Vera Thomas (Dace). Perry won the World 

Men’s Singles title in 1929 and Thomas the Corbillon Cup in 1947 and 1948 and the Women’s 

Doubles in 1948 with Peggy Franks. She also won one silver medal and three bronze. Other 

notable deaths were Vice-Presidents Harry Edwards, Ken Edwards and Donald Purr. 

        
Fred Perry, Vera Thomas (Dace), Harry Edwards, Donald Purr 

 

 Ron Crayden published his book ‘The Story of Table Tennis – The First 100 Years’. 

 

 

 

England Men's Team: Andrew Eden, npc Denis Neale, Bradley 
Billington, Terry Young, Carl Prean, Alan Cooke 
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 There was success at the National Championships for Andrea Holt and Carl Prean in the Singles 

events. Andrea added another title in the Women’s Doubles partnered by Katherine Goodall 

while Alan Cooke & Desmond Douglas won the Men’s Doubles and the Mixed Doubles title went 

to Damian Holland & Linda Radford who defeated Clive Carthy & Helen Lower in the final. John 

Hilton and Doreen Schofield became the Veterans champions. 

 

 
Andrea Holt and Carl Prean 

 

 The English Junior Open saw one gold for England when Scott Friday became Cadet Boys’ Singles 

Champion. He also won the National Cadet Boys’ Singles title; other winners were Karen 

Lockwood in the Cadet Girls, Gareth Herbert in the Junior Boys and Michelle Haynes in the  

Junior Girls. 

 

     
        Scott Friday                                             Gareth Herbert and Michelle Haynes 

 

 Kent Junior 2* sees a total entry of 285 with 64 from overseas countries. 

 

 The Junior Masters were won by Terry Young and Shelley Ruocco with the Cadet Masters 

Champions being Gareth Herbert and Lindsey Thornton. 

 

 Ian Marshall’s BFL Grove teams won the British League and Women’s British League. In 

September he was appointed by the ITTF as their Administrative Director. 

 

 Gemma Schwartz won the U21 and U17 National Championships with the corresponding male 

titles being won by Alex Perry and Terry Young. 
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THE DEBATE - From the Pen of Brian Kean 

Many readers of Diane and Harvey’s publication will be of a certain vintage who will have difficulty 
identifying the direction Sport England are channelling our, and other sports. 

If I may, I would like to play devil’s advocate and forge a level of reasoning and understanding as to why 
SPORT ENGLAND/UK SPORT imposed this new regime upon table tennis. To do so requires historically 
scrutinising how the game has been run. Looking at the management structure, the fundamental culture 
that prevailed and importantly the attitudes of the membership at large. 

The question is, have we been harbingers of our own decline? If so let us endeavour to identify the 
reasons why this may be. 

Presumably, Table Tennis like fellow sporting governing bodies produce what is essentially a 
development/funding business plan (ie: our 5 year plan) to Sport England. One can only assume, 
therefore, our negotiation and presentation failed to meet Sport England’s funding criteria and as a 
consequence it was not considered a good investment of tax payer’s money. (That may have been in 
support of UK sport criteria of reward linked to projected medals) and in the years of austerity public 
spending had been drastically reduced and no doubt that was reflected in reduced funding for many 
sporting organisations, albeit we receive £8m for the four year cycle which exceeds that which some 
other sports received. 

On retirement in 2009 I was invited to take on the voluntary role of North West Regional Coaching 
Coordinator, this connected me closely to the newly appointed regional coach. Subsequently, I stepped 
in to provide maternity cover and was appointed interim Regional Staff Coach. With a reasonable wealth 
of experience after 47 years of life in national newspapers (much of it in management) I was able to 
draw a comparison between the two cultures and concluded that many of the ETTA work practices 
struck me as highly questionable on many levels and would have found no place in my previous working 
environment. 

Maybe, for example, Sport England felt a National Council populated by 40 plus enthusiastic volunteers 
(which is approximately double the number of cabinet members in Boris’s government!!) was top heavy, 
expensive to run, and as is often the case with large committees, high on prevarication and low on 
salient action. It is often the case in such large gatherings that they can be dominated by the larger 
personalities and as such intimidating for others which narrows the width of the debate. Additionally, 
geographically, was Hastings a suitable location for a national organisation’s head office and on what 
grounds was it chosen? It creates difficulties attracting qualified staff, and, furthermore was costly when 
convening field staff meetings in house and conversely similarly so when office staff travelled to events 
around the country. 

Possibly an ideal scenario would see all governing bodies located in a national centre (eg: Lilleshall) 
where economies of scale would be achieved by joint use of personnel, admin, equipment, and utilities. 
An expansion of facilities would enable national events to be held “as it were” in house with all revenue 
being invested within sport. 
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GRASSROOTS HOW UNIFIED ARE WE 

This question could be answered by those with long memories (1977) and will recall the staging of the 
World Championships in Birmingham which like many events of this magnitude significantly exceeded its 
budget. It was proposed to call upon the table tennis community to step up to the plate and financially 
support a proposal to alleviate the burden by paying a nominal levy on annual registrations. This was 
overwhelmingly rejected and highlighted a fragmentation and discord in the relationship between the 
grassroots and Ruling Management Committee. A reason cited was the majority of grass root league 
players see very little for their annual contribution and have little interest beyond their one match a 
week. (Of course now they have access to league management systems). Such selfishness and lack of 
vision fails to appreciate the wider picture and how local leagues are the bedrock on which the game is 
built providing the platform and pathway on which players serve their apprenticeship before embarking 
on a journey that could ultimately result in international honours. More recently in the South 
Manchester locality of Trafford this selfishness was illustrated by local league committee/players who 
failed to support Altrincham TTC and assist in the coaching and encouragement of local youngsters in 
the only 10 table facility in the borough. As a result the weekly sessions were suspended and the club 
runs on an ad-hoc basis depending on the availability of the coach/organiser. The league did however 
take a step forward this season and covered the entry fees for the NJL & NCL. 

The recent issue surrounding the league management system highlighted how certain factions of the 
membership were prepared to vote against the TTE LMS in favour of the Dangerfield 365 system. TTE 
ultimately won the vote based on finance rather than loyalty. 

          

FACILITIES/ASSETS 

While there are many great examples of multi table clubs in pockets around the country (some having 
long term lease) there is however a glaring dearth of such accessible facilities in many highly populated 
conurbations around England (eg: my patch Greater Manchester). In facility/venue terms we have 
largely been TENANTS AND NOT LANDLORDS. Our game expanded on the back of INDUSTRIAL BRITAIN 
who provided a wide range of basic facilities enabling staff and general public to participate and develop 
their sporting interest, both during and after working hours. Throughout the country TT Leagues and 
national tournaments were largely dependent on the facilities provided by a plethora of nationally 
known industrial companies. 

As we progressed through the Thatcher years the bubble burst and we experienced an unprecedented 
decline in facilities which contributed to the prevailing parasitical trend with clubs knocking on doors of 
churches, schools, scout huts, social clubs and drinking establishments or indeed anywhere we could 
find room to squeeze in a single table. While we were grateful to obtain such facilities it offered no long 
term security due to our status remaining that of a TENANT with the possibility of eviction at anytime. 

The weakness in single table venues is that it lacks opportunity for growth and greatly restricts the 
number of members it can accommodate. This is contrary to the many examples throughout Europe 
where it’s not uncommon to see clubs boasting memberships in the 100s. 

A lack of clubs enjoying high participating memberships inhibits the ability to grow financially, (as 
already mentioned there are a few healthy exceptions) and too much of our money flies out of the 
game. Having our own accessible table tennis facilities opens many avenues enabling us to become 
landlords and providers of activities to the wider communities with the proceeds flowing back into the 
game. 
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A further example of negative player power occurred in the late 70s when, as already mentioned, 
venues were being lost. Salford City Council offered the local league free use of a disused laundry 
subject to the league covering running costs. This would have created a central venue with 10 tables at 
which league matches could be played using 2 tables thus placating parents not wishing their youngsters 
playing matches until SILLY O’CLOCK on a school night. The ETTA were aware of this opportunity but 
displayed no interest in supporting the venture. Ultimately it was overwhelmingly rejected by clubs on 
the basis of loyalty to (eg: Little Lever Cricket Club and players preference on a winters evening to don 
their Bobble hats and anoraks in the unheated pavilion). Cost too was a factor despite nightly fees being 
less than a pint of beer. I exited the meeting shrouded in a mood of despondency with a heightening 
level of concern over the future of our sport, moreover staggered by the intransigence, selfishness and 
lack of vision of the grassroots table tennis community. Sadly, the Salford League no longer exists. As I 
write the mighty Manchester League once of 13 divisions, 156 teams and over 1,000 (140 today) 
registered players is on the point of extinction due to declining teams and collapse of the organising 
committee. In addition to Salford, Greater Manchester has seen the demise of the Insurance/Banks 
League, the Urmston League, Stockport League, Hyde League and Ashton League. 

This declining venue/club trend means that TTE’s mass market programmes which are enjoying Sport 
England funding and are attracting a new recreational audience will leave many would be converts 
frustrated due to a lack of progressive pathways to suitable pluralised table/clubs. 

Table tennis players have enjoyed a lifetime of cheapness paying little or nothing for registrations and 
facilities which has bred complacency and a culture of something for nothing. It came as no surprise 
when our funding masters issued an ultimatum that unless we changed our governance, funding would 
be withdrawn. Despite this ultimatum it was initially rejected (head in the sand) but after 
reconsideration accepted. Earlier, following the Portas Report, the imposition of a new Board resulted in 
the Head Office moving to Milton Keynes and partly, as a consequence, a significant loss of staff and 
with it years of passionate experienced TT knowledge lost forever. Without the melodic chimes of “Auld 
Lang Syne” it was out with the old, in with the new, effectively ridding the business of perceived 
deadwood, problematically though along with it the aforementioned knowledge and experience. This 
often prevails when new rulers feel disadvantaged and undermined by people who have more product 
knowledge than they do. It is a classic sign of insecurity when in fact a mutually respectful equal 
combination of the two produces untold benefits. 

It’s apparent under this new administration there is a high level of membership dissension over the lack 
of table tennis knowledge creating serious discord between membership and Board. This resulted in the 
formulation of an advisory group (MAG) consisting of twelve knowledgeable people covering all aspects 
of table tennis functionality. Despite being an appointee I was mindful that this could be tantamount to 
window dressing exercise to appease a review body and membership. 

I was sceptical as to how influential MAG would be, given the Board were not duty bound to act on 
recommendations. It highlighted mild profligacy and duplication running both National Council and MAG 
concurrently. 

Surely, consideration could be given to a truncated version of National Council covering regions. 
Prospective councillors would undergo an election process replicating the original terms of reference 
whereby Local Leagues submit nominees whose names would be added to an electoral ballot. Such a 
forum would be well placed to communicate with the Board on matters relevant to the benefit of table 
tennis. That said is the ultimate aim of the board to dispense with the National Council? 

I subsequently relinquished my position on MAG due to health reasons. My final contribution being the 
main contributor to a document alluding to coaching and performance. To date I am unaware of any 
action and believe that Coach Education department have not been provided with an official copy. 
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EQUIPMENT...SPONSORSHIP....MEDIA COVERAGE 

While all of the aforementioned reflects the background leading to where we are currently ...let us 
assume for a moment the halcyon days of the 60s/70/80s (and before) had continued. Would our 
popularity have continued in the way snooker has and continued to produce household names and 
attract large television audiences? I SUSPECT NOT.....A measure of our national popularity is easily 
gauged by the complete lack of media coverage. How culpable has world ruling bodies (ITTF) and 
affiliated organisations been by permitting the hijacking of our sport by equipment manufacturers who 
extortionately reap the financial benefits of questionable and constant changes to the equipment. A 
random count of available rubbers on a particular TT specialist brochure displayed no fewer than 150 
different rubbers priced up to £75 per sheet and 120 blades priced up to £210. Do governing bodies 
rubber stamp (pardon the pun) these changes without seeking justifiable proof of the alleged differing 
and significant effects of these blades and rubbers? Their latest profit making scheme is to produce 
multiple coloured rubbers which will encourage further reasons for youngsters to change their already 
expensive rubbers. 

Invariably our events are cynically supported by these manufacturers (nest feathering) who are well 
within their rights to take full advantage of the opportunities to run successful businesses. Importantly, 
however, it is the responsibility of Governing Bodies to prudently dictate the equipment we use and 
ensure it is to the long term benefit of table tennis. It is also incumbent on them to remember who they 
serve and avoid becoming too close to equipment manufacturers! There are examples of how other 
sports have controlled the development of equipment. Tennis banned double string rackets....Golf 
banned trampoline faced drivers (but still have concerns over equipment v course length) and athletics 
recently raised concerns over Nike’s development of the Vaporfly running shoe albeit, now accepted, 
but has prompted scrutiny over other shoes which may be banned. 

This constant development of faster and spinnier rubbers has resulted in the loss of extended rallies 
which has seen interest within the aforementioned media and beyond diminish. 

This is particularly so with the visual main stream media who see little spectacle in rallies of three or four 
shots executed by players using bats providing inordinate degrees of spin and speed almost 
unidentifiable to the naked eye. Interestingly the recently televised PING PONG Championships using 
standard sandpaper bats resulted in prolonged rallies thus highlighting much that is lacking in the 
modern game. 

Maybe, unwittingly, Matthew Syed highlighted the negative widespread perception people have of 
Table Tennis when he wrote in a recent edition of the Times ... “THIS IS AN ARTICLE ABOUT JAN-OVE 
WALDNER. HE IS A TABLE TENNIS PLAYER BUT PLEASE DONT STOP READING YET” ….. that speaks 
volumes. 

So how does this affect our ability to attract sponsors? Sponsors are rarely generous benefactors they 
need to see a return for their investments in the form of exposure which is created through TV or high 
spectator volumes at their sponsored events, this in turn hopefully translates into a financial boost for 
their business. 

By definition it’s unfair to be too critical of our administration for not sourcing more sponsorship. 
However, for reasons previously stated; our product is a hard sell. 
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JUNIOR DEVELOPMENT 

A recent MAG DOCUMENT to the Board alluded to our abysmal European Boys Junior rankings in which 
we do not have one U18 player in the top 100. Reason for this is many fold (not least personal finance 
due to high cost of national squad inclusion) one of which can be attributed to a lack of regular playing 
opportunities which diminished in line with the dispensation of regional coaches. 

Under the erstwhile regional system there were clear pathways whereby regional coaches organised 
regular weekly sessions in a number of geographically convenient clubs. Additionally, the region’s top 
players attended all day weekend sessions each month, additionally school holidays provided 
opportunities for joint regional weekly camps around the country. 

Under TTE governance a number of Talent Development Centres were created but have since been 
disbanded without explanation. New initiatives such as Talent hot spots sees support for clubs that have 
historically produced players of quality, welcome though this may be it highlights the need for 
“nationwide hot spots” to eliminate the need for enthusiastic parents driving 240 mile round trips two 
or three times a week to obtain quality practice for their children. 

A focus on equipment, measured against our European counterparts, English players appear to lack 
basic control over bats of today resulting in an inability to keep the ball on the table. Too many matches 
are being lost due to unforced errors, ultimately contributing to high levels of drop out which by 
definition means less players, resulting in declining standards. 

Running and watching teams in NCL/NJL it’s no exaggeration to say that 80% plus of points are lost 
through unforced errors. 

I do not doubt the efforts of our MK team and their enthusiasm with the schemes such as TT Kidz, it’s 
what we all want to see. I provide sessions three times a week in schools enjoying attendances of 
around 40 youngsters showing great interest and very rarely missing sessions. Tragically, however, due 
to limited EXIT ROUTES, there is little prospect of these youngster developing and providing the future 
backbone essential for the furtherance of our sport 

          

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE 

As Max Bygraves once sang “They’ve changed our local Palais into a bowling alley”.......I am sure you 
know the rest ................. 

Those lyrics will strike a chord with many of my generation and for me rekindles memories of playing 
League matches for my club Gatley YM alongside national legend Derek Schofield against England 
International Jeff Ingber’s Waterpark in a single table venue devoid of social distancing with around 50 
enthusiastic spectators. Similarly so our Cheshire County matches were watched by upwards of 200 
people. (You were so right Mr Bygraves) 
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Looking ahead even great visionaries will struggle to see the tide turning anytime soon. The task ahead 
surely equals the punishment inflicted on the famous mythological Greek King Sisyphus’s impossible 
task of rolling the legendary boulder uphill. 

Essential to long term development is a need for multi table venues which as we know are hard to come 
by and require copious amounts of funding to develop. Therefore how criminal is it that throughout the 
country too many schools close the gates at 4pm denying access to perfectly useable facilities such as 
assembly halls, sports halls, dance studios and good old fashioned “wall barred gyms” all of which could 
be populated by countless indoor sports. (A local exception to that is Trafford League whose Secretary is 
a Headmaster and provides facilities for teams and practice.) 

Years of austerity has pressurised many public leisure centres to focus on income rather than sports 
equality. There are many examples of sports halls being used for indoor soccer while outside Astroturf 
facilities are unused. There are examples of squash courts and multi use studios kitted out with spinning 
bikes which can generate up to £200 in a couple of hours then lie idle for the rest of the day. 

A major issue with Local Authority facilities is that many require block bookings covering two to three 
months and paid in advance and these centres are populated mainly by casual transient users rather 
than formal membership clubs and very few have adequate medium sized room space to accommodate 
table tennis. It’s not difficult to envisage clubs from a variety of sports sharing school sports halls, drama 
studios, wall barred gyms and dance studios. Altrincham Grammar school in Trafford ran an after school 
club which generated enough interest to set up an evening club (ATTC) using the same facilities. 
However, at 5pm the centre became part of the Trafford Leisure Trust and TT had to compete with 
casual users for bookings. In this instance the greatest frustration was being unable to book space in a 
hall being used for 5 a-side football which was adequately catered for with outside pitches. 

No doubt there are many within the game who could provide solutions to the gradual decline. However, 
the times are a changing and it’s conceivable that our generation will never see a return to the halcyon 
days previously mentioned. The future could lie very much in the casual participation market. There has 
been definite growth in casual over 55 sessions within local leisure centres and a variety of community 
venues. There is still healthy participation in schools, indeed a recent local education authorities 
teachers up skilling day attracted a dozen teachers and in all cases they reported healthy participation 
levels, however there was little interest in this developing into the competitive aspect of the game, a 
fact which was reflected in the reduced entries for the NW regional schools team championships this 
year. 

While having a discussion with one of my sons and expressing a touch of concern and wonderment as to 
where Table Tennis is going his simple retort was “No point worrying pop it is as it is” 

          

Editor’s Note: 

Brian raises a whole raft of issues that I am sure our readers have thoughts on and we would welcome 
further contributions. I do not want to take issue with Brian’s son’s final comment other than to say we 
do worry, because we care. 
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A Different Type of Backhand! 

Much has been said about Liam Pitchford’s behind the back shot at the ITTF Austrain Open in November 

2019 and our photographers also captured shots at the National Championships. However, as they say 

there is nothing new, just re-invented, and so here is a picture of Harvey in action forty or so years ago. 

 

 

The Young Pretenders at the National Championships 2020 

    

   
Top: Sam Walker by Mike Rhodes, Paul Drinkhall by Michael Loveder.  

                                                              Bottom:  Liam Pitchford by Michael Loveder 
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In Memoriam 

Bobby Raybould: Former England International and National Champion, Bobby 

Raybould, has died. Bobby was born in Stratford, London on 8th December 1934 

and was a prominent Essex player before going on to play for his country.  

Bobby started playing table tennis when he was 14 years old and made the 

county team for the first time in 1951. He was an all out attacker, somewhat 

erratic but highly effective. Bobby started playing on the Open tournament circuit 

and his first recorded win was in the Junior Boys’ Singles at the Surrey Open in 1951/52. 

Like many of his era Bobby had to complete a period of National Service and like many other table 

tennis players he joined the RAF. Although his time in the RAF did curtail Bobby’s opportunities there 

was still the occasional chance to play in some Open tournaments as well as playing in RAF 

representative matches, he also played in the RAF All England Championships in 1954, when, with 

Corporal Slater he was Runner-up in the Mixed Doubles. 

On returning to civilian life Bobby became a regular on the tournament circuit and won innumerable 

titles for many years.  His results led to a successful England senior debut against Ireland on 3rd January 

1959, a match which was played in Leicester and which England won 10-0 with Bobby winning both his 

singles matches and his doubles match with Michael Thornhill. He also played against France later that 

year.  

It was twelve months later at the first English Closed that Bobby reached the Quarter-finals of both the 

Men’s Singles and the Mixed Doubles with Peggy Piper. Although an excellent singles player it was in 

doubles that Bobby excelled.  He won over 40 Open senior tournament titles throughout the late 1950s 

and 1960s mainly in the Men’s and Mixed Doubles events. Although he partnered several different 

players his greatest successes were with Bobby Stevens, his Essex compatriot. The pair won the Men’s 

Doubles title at the English Closed in 1962 and 1963; he also reached two Semi-finals at these 

Championships with Stevens in 1960 and 1964 and two Mixed Doubles Semi-finals with Jill Rook (Mills).  

The English Open saw further success with two Semi-final places in 1962 and 1963, again both with 

Bobby Stevens. In those same years, 1962 and 1963, two Welsh Open championship titles in the Men’s 

Doubles were added to the tally having previously become Mixed Doubles Champion with Welsh player, 

Shirley Jones in 1958. It was at the Welsh Open that Bobby probably had his best singles win when he 

beat the legendary Richard Bergmann 19-21, 21-19, 21-19, an outstanding result. Another memorable 

occasion was at the English Open at the Empire Pool, Wembley when Bobby was leading the World 

Number 1, Toshiaki Tanaka, by two games to one and 17-13 but eventually lost closely in the fifth end.  

Excellence in sport certainly ran in the family with Bobby’s brother being a British swimming champion. 

As well as excelling at table tennis, Bobby was also an incredibly good cricketer and on one occasion he 

played against a touring West Indian side which included a young Gary Sobers, Frank Worrell, Sonny 

Ramadhin, Alf Valentine and Everton Weekes. Bobby was 103 not out. 

A good friend and fellow player at the time was the actor, Terence Stamp, and they travelled the 

tournament circuit together on several occasions, they remained friends throughout Bobby’s life. Bobby 

is described in Stamp’s book, ‘Stamp Album’ as “a wonderful player, exciting, erratic; a leftie”. Bobby 

had an explosive backhand smash which was rumoured to have been taught by Victor Barna himself. 
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John Burtenshaw: John Burtenshaw, ETTA Vice-President has died a week after 

his 87th birthday. 

John’s table tennis story started 70 years ago when he joined Ashford (Kent) & 

District Table Tennis Association playing for Kennington Youth Club in Division 2. 

Early signs of his administrative leanings showed when he joined the Committee 

that year as the Division 2 representative. The next four years saw John’s playing 

ability improve and was a member of the team which won the Division 1 Championships and Cup 

competitions. The winning continued for several years after John returned to Ashford after completing 

his National Service which commenced in 1955. He played whilst in the Army for the Royal Army Dental 

Corps and played over 50 representative matches, all as Captain. 

1960 saw John join the Kent County Committee as a player representative and also a member of the 

Junior Selection Committee; by 1962 he was the Junior Non-Playing Captain and 1964 saw John elected 

Chairman of the Ashford TTL and help write Kent TTAs 5 Year Plan. Having achieved his Coaching 

Diploma in 1963 John had a keen interest in the junior game and it’s development and became Kent’s 

first coaching officer. He organised the first Kent School’s Association competition for 90 schools  and 

300 teams, a competition which John continued to run for several years with numbers continually 

increasing. He was still playing and winning trophies as well as organising many tournaments and events 

including dinner/dances and other social occasions. It was as a result of arranging a trip to Brussels with 

the Kent Senior team, a fixture Kent won by one game, that John was invited to be an Honorary Member 

of the Belgium RAF TTA. 

In 1968 John left his county of Kent and moved to the West Country and began coaching and playing in 

the Bristol and Weston-super-Mare areas. It wasn’t long before he joined both the Weston-Super-Mare 

League Committee, becoming Chairman in 1981, and Avon County TTA. John’s organising endeavours 

continued both with tournaments, events and social gatherings as well as with restructuring practices, 

procedures and re-writing rules and constitutions within league and county, he also helped edited their 

first handbook in 1981. As a result he was made the first Life Member and Vice-President of Weston-

super-Mare League in 1985 and in 1987 the accolade of President.  Added to an increasing string of 

awards was the ETTA Merit Award for “devoted services to table tennis” in 1985. By this time John was a 

member of Woodspring District Sports Council and received their ‘Administrator of the Year Cup’ in 

1985, another fitting honour. 

Avon County was taking a more prominent role as in 1991 John was elected Vice-Chairman and National 

Councillor in 1991 until 1996 and then Chairman 1993-96. By 1997 John was made Chairman of the ETTA 

South West Regional Development Committee which covered seven counties and the Chairman of the 

Regional Development Officers Support Group. The former role meant a position on the ETTA 

Development Committee. All the while he was still playing, still organising and still coaching gaining his 

ETTA Level 4 Coaching Award in 1997. 

John continued in all his roles at club, league, county, regional and national level and as a reward and 

fitting accolade he received the honour of becoming an ETTA Vice-President in 2006. It was this year 

that John became Deputy National for Somerset and in 2010 until 2016 their National Councillor, 

already having attended Council meetings for many years in his role as South West Regional Chairman. 
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2013 saw another committee added to the long list when John joined the ETTA Trade Committee. After 

serving on the South West Regional Committee for 26 years, 19 of them as Chairman, John stepped 

down in 2016 from this and all other ETTA positions.  

The above is a small snapshot of many of John’s activities within English table tennis and although they 

give an impression of his involvement they do not truly reflect the total commitment John had at all 

levels nor do they reflect his charming personality.  

John was always interested in people and loved being in company, as a member of the ETTA 100 Club he 

was a regular at their annual functions with his wife, Jill - always with a story or two, a twinkle in his eye 

and often a bit of leg pulling as well. John was a kindly man and showed great concern and consideration 

for his many friends - and they were numerous.  

70 years - more than a lifetime - of dedication, commitment and selfless giving to the sport he loved. We 

thank you John. 

Tony Ross: Prominent administrator and prolific photographer, Tony Ross, died 

on 22nd April 202 in Hull. Tony served on several ETTA committees including the 

Development Committee from 1975-89, Tournaments/Open Tournaments 

Committee 1971-80.  

Tony was very interested in promoting table tennis and considerably raised its 

profile through his work on the Press & Publicity Committee 1978-79 and 

following on from this the PR Committee 1979-85, he was also a member of the Magazine Working 

Party and wrote Yorkshires County Notes for over a decade from 1971. In recognition of his work he 

twice received the prestigious Ivor Montagu Award, in 1979 and 1983, the first person to be honoured 

twice. The latter citation reads “in recognition of his innovative contributions and his persistent 

advocacy of progressive ideas”.  

Tournaments were another of Tony’s main areas of interest and he was one of the people behind the 

Hull & East Riding and Yorkshire Junior Opens eventually handing over the reins to Richard and Brenda 

Hudson, he also was involved with the Humberside Open from 1972-75 as Secretary. 

Many will know the name of Tony Ross while looking through copies of Table Tennis News as his images 

were featured widely for several years. He attended many tournaments not only taking juniors around 

the circuit but also while acting as chauffer to Tom Blunn, former ETTA Chairman and Treasurer.  

Tony was a major figure in his county of Yorkshire being its National Councillor 1976-83 and Press 

Officer from 1972-80; he was made a Vice-President of the White Rose county in recognition of his 

significant contribution. He also was honoured with a Vice-Presidency in his Local League in Hull where 

he was the General Secretary for 11 years. During this time Hull had two of the country’s top players, 

Tony Clayton and Alan Fletcher, whilst Yorkshire were the strongest team in the County Championships 

Premier Division with several international players amongst their squad including Denis Neale, Alan 

Hydes, Nicky Jarvis and Carole Knight, truly the hey day of Yorkshire table tennis. 

As well as his administrative duties Tony was also active as an official gaining his County Umpires badge 

in 1965 and Tournament Referee qualification in 1974.  
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Peter Shead: A former England international and prominent player of the 

1950s and 1960s, Peter Shead, has passed away aged 91 years old at his RAF flat 

in Rottingdean, Sussex. 

Peter was born in Islington on 4th March 1929. He started playing table tennis in 

Blackpool in 1944 where he was an evacuee and before going “back home” to 

Sussex he had played for Blackpool and Lancashire and had international trials. 

Whilst playing in the Blackpool League Peter won the Men’s Singles, Men’s Doubles and Mixed Doubles 

all on three occasions. Peter’s county debut came after performing well at Lancashire County trials and 

he was selected to play in the Premier Division for Lancashire against Warwickshire at the Grand Hotel in 

Blackpool on 18th October 1947. 

After leaving Blackpool, Peter joined the RAF and as a result played in the Ipswich League where he won 

the Men’s Singles title in 1948/49. Following his stint in the RAF Peter moved to Hove and remained in 

Sussex. He started playing for Hove in the Brighton League and soon started his own club in Kemp Town.  

Peter’s senior England international debut was against New Zealand in Winchester on 3rd March 1954. A 

match England won 10-0 with Peter winning his two singles and his doubles match partnered with Harry 

Venner, other team members were Ken Craigie and Alan Rhodes. However, Peter’s greatest 

achievement was probably reaching the Men’s Singles Round of 16 in the World Championships in 1954, 

the furthest an English player got that year. He also played in the English Open on several occasions 

where he reached the Round of 16 in the Men’s Singles in 1963. In the Men’s Doubles in 1960 with Len 

Gunn he was a Semi-finalist and a Quarter-finalist with George Livesey in 1962. The Mixed Doubles saw 

Peter playing with Daphne Barontini where they reached the last 64 in 1964. 

The National Championships, initially known as the English Closed, did not start until 1960 and it was in 

the second tournament in September of that year that Peter reached his highest placing of Quarter-

finalist in the Men’s Singles. In the Men’s Doubles he went one better in 1960/61 with David Lowe and 

was a Quarter-finalist twice with Andy Miller in January 1960 and David Creamer in 1962. His top 

ranking was Senior number 4. 

Peter had success too at Open tournaments; his first recorded Open Championships result in the ‘Table 

Tennis’ magazine was in spring of 1947 when he was Runner-up in the Junior Boys’ Singles in the 

Cheshire Open. Many wins followed including the Men’s Singles at the Birmingham, Bournemouth, 

Buckinghamshire, Dorset, Portsmouth and South of England Opens, he was also successful in the Men’s 

Doubles at Birmingham and Bournemouth. With his wife, Pat, Peter won the Mixed Doubles at the 

Southampton Open in 1953/54 and the South of England Open in 1961/62 with Betty Bird.  

Peter was a regular county player for Sussex and winner of multiple Sussex County titles, winning the 

Men’s Singles no less than seven times, every year from 1951-1957. He also won the Mixed Doubles 

with his wife, Pat (formerly Pat Rind) in the 1953/54 season. In recognition and appreciation of his 

representation and contribution to Sussex, Peter was made a Vice-President of his county and later a 

Life Member.  

 

Using a Barna hard bat, Peter, had successes over Johnny Leach and Chester Barnes as well as some 

European players. When he first started playing the legendary Richard Bergmann, multiple World 

Champion, was Peter’s hero and coaching by England internationals Ron Crayden, Ken Stanley and Harry 

Venner helped Peter on his road to his own England selection. 
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However, due to work commitments, from 1960 onwards Peter reduced his table tennis output and only 

attended selected tournaments. He was then working in London as a self employed photographer; one 

advantage of this was that it gave him the opportunity to practice with some of the top players in 

London after work.  

 

Peter described his style of play as “basically a defender with a return chop on the backhand but quick 

with a good hit, a good county player but not world class”. 

Peter will be remembered as a kindly man, who well into his 80s, was still interested in Sussex activities 

and regularly attended Management Committee meetings and County AGMs.  

Heather Masters:  Top class international umpire, Heather Masters, has passed 

away aged 90. A prominent umpire in the 1970s and 1980s, Heather became a 

County Umpire in 1973, National Umpire in 1978 and gained her international 

qualification two years later in 1980.  

Heather was an umpire at the World Championships in Birmingham in 1977 and 

the 11 day tournament meant very long hours for the officials in the playing hall.  

The umpires returned to their accommodation at Birmingham University campus rather weary after long 

days compounded by an half hour coach journey to reach their sleeping quarters. However, Heather, 

along with Doreen Stannard and Joyce Love, every evening  organised the umpires lounge at the halls of 

residence and despite tiredness the occasions became a delight of camaraderie fuelled by a never 

ending supply of tea, coffee, biscuits and even cake which helped keep up the spirits of the 134 umpires.    

Heather was married to John Masters who was also a top international umpire who umpired the Men’s 

Singles at the 1977 Worlds - a sign of his calibre. A tribute to Heather’s abilities came when she became 

the first female umpire to be given the honour of umpiring the Men’s Singles final at an English Open, a 

position which had always been the preserve of male umpires. 

As well as the World Championships in Birmingham, Heather was selected to umpire at several other 

international events which included two Commonwealth Championships, Edinburgh in 1979 and the Isle 

of Man in 1985. She also officiated at the Scottish Open in 1980, the Belgian Open in 1981 and the 

Welsh Open in 1981 and 1983 as well as numerous prestigious tournaments in England. 

Heather wasn’t only an excellent umpire; she was also a player of some note playing for over 40 

seasons. She was a defensive player who became county champion of Berkshire and Oxfordshire as well 

as winning several trophies in the Newbury League. 

---------------------------------- 

We also remember Essex County player Bob McCree, International Umpire Geoff Scruton and Mixed 

Doubles National Champion Damian Holland. Our condolences and deepest sympathy go to all family 

and friends. 
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Memories from a Retired Tournament Organiser by Harvey Webb 

The current pandemic situation we all find ourselves in has thrown up some positives – many of us have 
tidier gardens than ever before, and many will have taken the opportunity to de-clutter, to the extent 
that charity shops are apprehensive about how they are going to deal with the inevitable mountain of 
donations. 

Diane and I are no exception – garden down to my labours, whilst the de-cluttering has been Diane’s 
department. As some of you will know Diane is a hoarder, not only of table tennis memorabilia (which of 
course is excellent) but also of many other things, and she has done remarkably well in letting some of it 
go. 

I am a minimalist by heart so did not have much to throw out, but I did have a box of my own table 
tennis memorabilia, which includes photographs dating back to the 1960’s, newspaper cuttings, and all 
manner of keepsakes that re-opened my memory banks – some good, some not so, and I thought I 
might share my ramblings with you all, with a hope they might raise a smile or two. 

A most evocative photograph started my train of thought which was taken at the 1980 English Junior 
Open in Worthing, so I will start with that. 

 

It shows the South Korean Juniors and the Head of their Delegation Mr Han Sangkook. Mr Han had been 
in my mind at the beginning of this year as I was planning to go to Busan for the Word Championships 
and had hoped to meet him again after all these years, but fate intervened and he passed away in 
March, aged 83, around the time the Worlds was postponed. 

So, it was not meant to be but I wanted to share a couple of memories that pay tribute to an exceptional 
gentleman who gave so much to Korean Table Tennis, Asia and ultimately the ITTF. 

When I first met Mr Han he was President of the Republic of Korea Student Table Tennis Association and 
the team under Mr Han were a joy to have at the tournament, superbly well behaved, on and off the 
table, considerate and polite, and it has to be said brilliant players. 

One day Mr Han came to me and asked if it would be possible for the team to prepare a Korean meal at 
their hotel, as they were struggling a bit with the mainly English food we served in those days. Bear in 
mind that Worthing 40 years ago was very provincial seaside town with no large hotels and everyone 
was accommodated in a variety of Guest Houses. It was with some trepidation therefore that I went to 
see the landlady of the Guest House they were in. She was not “over the moon” with the request but 
eventually acceded. 
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On the final morning they were in Worthing and as the minibus came to collect them they all lined up on 
the pavement to say goodbye. After they had gone I went into the Guest House to thank the landlady 
when she told me they had been delightful guests. I enquired how the cooking had gone and she was 
again delighted, and told me that after they had finished they cleaned the entire kitchen which had 
never looked better. Finally she asked that if they ever visited Worthing again that I make sure to put 
them in her Guest House. 

The photograph also has some historic value as If you look at it you might spot Nam-Kyu YOO and Ki-
Taek KIM, (then aged 12 and 16) who went on to win Gold and Silver at the 1988 Seoul Olympics. At the 
Worthing event Ki-Taek KIM fell at the Quarter Final stage to a Dane, Daugard, and it is not recorded 
who Nam-Kyu YOO lost to. The Boys singles title eventually went to Graham Sandley who defeated 
another Korean, Kyang-Suk Yoo. 

Another tale from the Junior Open in Worthing, this time from 1981, concerns the team from Israel. As 
was the practice in those days, I had contacted the police to inform them of the visit. As the team were 
juniors they did not anticipate any problems. They did, however, keep an eye on proceedings, and 
popped into the sports centre a couple of times. Our mini bus drivers were also quite amused to have a 
police car following them whenever they had the Israeli team on board. 

Writing that, reminded me of another “security” story from that event. When the team arrived they 
informed that rather than come down from Heathrow to Worthing they had to travel via their Embassy 
in London to collect an “interpreter”. This task was accomplished and we met them at Worthing station 
with their “interpreter”, a gentleman whose English was nowhere near as good as many of the young 
players. He did however appear to have a rather large bump under one arm, which might have 
reassured them, but did nothing for my nerves! 

Returning to my friends from Korea in 1982 they came to the Junior Open in Hull and my abiding 
memory is of the finals night party where the girls all came down looking fabulous in traditional Korean 
dresses. After half an hour they all disappeared only to reappear 15 minutes later in jeans! How they 
managed to pack those dresses is a mystery. 

In 1984 they came to another Junior International Open this time in Portsmouth, and my favourite 
memory of that occasion is on the Sunday when Mr Han asked if they could all leave the hall at 
lunchtime as they were expecting some people from the Korean Embassy. I went out with them and 
around 20 cars arrived from London, with I am guessing the entire Embassy staff. Car boots were 
opened, blankets put out, and everyone brought forth an enormous Korean banquet. I often wondered 
what anyone passing the grounds outside the Leisure Centre made of that spectacle? 

That year their team won six of the seven titles on offer (a feat that repeated on most of their visits), 
and the strongest player by far was Nam-Kyu YOO who defeated Carl Prean in the Boys Singles final, 
which reversed the result of their individual match in the team event. Carl’s partner in the England first 
team was Andrew Syed. A very young Matthew Syed was in the England third team, which lost in the 
first round to Norway. In the Boys Doubles Mathew partnered by Marko Tuve (Germany) lost to Andrew 
Syed and Carl Prean – not much brotherly love that afternoon. 

One final story on the Junior Team from South Korea, this time from 1989 when the Junior Open had 
moved to Bridlington. Once again their team had been an example to everyone and conducted 
themselves to the high standards that Mr Han had set. 
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On the Monday morning after the event I went to Bridlington Railway 
Station to see they got away safely. We said our goodbyes, and as they 
walked up the platform one very small young lady turned round, ran 
back to me, and gave me a small folded Korean Doll Book Mark. I 
treasure that to this day. I did not know her name, and had planned to 
ask Mr Han if he remembered her, but that was also not meant to be. 
If I do make it to Busan next year I will make some enquiries, but I fear 
I shall never know, but I would like her to know what her kind gesture 
still means to me. Such small acts of kindness and friendship that I 
have received over the years have made my life richer. 

And on that uplifting note I shall end these ramblings for now – be 
warned I have lots more – with another small act of kindness that will 
stay with me forever. When I retired as the ETTA National Events 
Manager I received many accolades and gifts, but one stands out, and 
that was from Andy and Karen Drinkhall (you may have heard of their 
two sons who were both England internationals, Bryn and Paul!). They 
gave me a very fine bottle of Single Malt Scotch Whiskey which was 
very much enjoyed but it was not that that I treasure. They also gave 
me a fridge magnet with the words which are an Organiser’s dream 
“……nobody notices what I do until I don’t do it”. Thank you, family 
Drinkhall. 

 

Ping!: A Personal Perspective on Table Tennis By Graham Frankel 

The first table tennis book written in English in a long time is the result of much research and hard work 

by Graham Frankel.  It can be bought on Amazon and has favourable reviews, two of which are below. 

We look forward to reading it and a review will be in our next issue. 

Ping! by Graham Frankel is a compelling read. Not only does the author succeed in 
producing a fascinating, authoritative, well researched history of table tennis globally, he 
also engages the reader vicariously on his personal journey of his love for the sp ort. The 
structure of the book shows emphatically how Graham’s passion for table tennis from a 
young player lacking in confidence to a highly regarded coach and mentor is inextricably 
l inked to developments in table tennis locally, nationally and internati onally. The book is 
a must-read for players - I,  too, can remember as a ten year old using the kitchen table to 
practise!  - and a must-read for administrators of the game - but its appeal goes far 
beyond a specialist interest. Similar to ‘Bounce’ by Matth ew Syed, ‘Ping!’ by Graham 
Frankel has an appeal for anyone interested in following the journey of an author who has 
truly ‘made a difference’ .   Once I started reading ‘Ping!’ I  could not put it down - a ray of 
l ight in the dark days of corona lockdown! T hank you! 

Recommended reading for everyone involved at any level with table tennis. 
A controversial and thought provoking read......  Contains lots of well -researched 
historical information about the development and growth of table tennis and many of the 
characters who played a significant part in the fast-changing game.  
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TTE Governance Update 

There has been a change to the TTE Board with an election taking place to replace Charlie Childs who 

died earlier this year, Company Members voted for Charlie’s replacement. There were two candidates, 

Don Parker, former England international, England Team Captain and coach. The second candidate was 

Darren Morgan, Chairman of the Trafford League. Don Parker won the election with 214 votes to 91 and 

so has taken his place alongside the other elected Board members, Susie Venner (formerly Hughes) and 

Tony Catt. 

Members Advisory Group (MAG) 

Three of the original twelve members had resigned from the group in the last few months and after 

some delay nominations were requested. MAG was originally set up following the Independent Review 

in 2017 “to ensure that members of the table tennis community have a voice in the development of the 

sport”. 

Interviews took place in July with the interviewing panel being Neil Hurford (current MAG Chairman), 

Steve Pratt (MAG Member) and Susie Venner (Board Member). Seven new members were appointed to 

the group and the Terms of Reference adjusted to enable between 12 and 18 members in the future as 

opposed to the original agreed 12. 

The new appointees are John Andrews, Phil Ashleigh, Juliet Bertie, Stephen Bertie, John Mackey, Liam 

McTiernan and Dave Randerson. The three members who stood down were Craig Bryant, Brian Kean, 

and Raj Patel. 

We await with interest the impact these new members will make. 

 

 

Our Contact Details 

Diane and Harvey Webb    Tel: 01424 216342 
Pine Edge      
12 Salvington Crescent     Email: DianeK1414@hotmail.co.uk 
Bexhill-on-Sea                               HarveyWebb17@gmail.com 
East Sussex  
TN39 3NP 

 

 

We would like to finish with a big thank you to all the NHS staff and all those who have helped keep the 

country running over the past few weeks and months. We are more fortunate than most and do 

appreciate those who have carried on in the most difficult of circumstances.  
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