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Ellenborough TTC - New Junior British Premier

League Champions

A dramatic final weekend
of the Boys Junior British
League saw Ellenborough
Table Tennis Club being
crowned Premier League
Champions: an incredible
achievement for a newly

promoted team.

Ellenborough’s team of
Zsolt Szarka, Bradley Tut-
tle, Sam Cowan and Daniel
Wright travelled to Wol-
verhampton (home of table
tennis legend Desmond
Douglas) in second place
with, if they remained in
the top four, the prospect
of a “Super League” sce-
nario on Sunday to decide

the title.

On Saturday after the full
seven rounds of regular
season fixtures the team
had slipped from second to
third place and was faced
with the daunting prospect
of having to play three
teams who on the basis of

individual rankings were
arguably  stronger than
them on paper. But Ellen-
borough TTC had a good
set-up with the ever im-
proving Sam Cowan, who
had earned a point against
Olop-Impact on Saturday
with an important five
game win [1-7, 10-12, 6-
I, 11-6, 16-14 over Mi-
chael Ho (England No. 17),

at No. 3.

First up were regular sea-
son winners and the out-
standing team from the
previous day, BBAT. Ellen-
borough did well to draw
the match 3-3 with an out-
standing performance by
Bradley Tuttle in the first
match where he fought
back from two games to
one down against Helshan
Weerasinghe (England No.
5) 12-10, 9-11, 4-11, 11-4,
I 1-7. This was arguably the
game of the weekend and
as well as being crucial in
terms of the match set the

tone for the day.

Next Ellenborough had to
beat regular season run-
ners-up Burton Uxbridge
to have any realistic chance
of the title. Having lost to
a weaker Burton-Uxbridge
5-1 earlier in the season,
and looking at the team
sheets the most Ellenbor-
ough could hope for was a
draw. But cometh the
hour, cometh the
man........ A series of
stunning performances
from the boys saw them
sweep Burton Uxbridge
aside 5-1!' This included
remarkable wins by Zsolt
Szarka and Bradley Tuttle
over Lewis Gray (England
No. 2) and by Sam Cowan
over Matthew Outhwaite
(England No. 18). Not
only an amazing win, but 5-
| had done their “For and
Against column” no end

of good. Wow!
Contd .....page 7

Sam Cowan above

Bradley Tuttle listening in-
tently to (Head Coach) Ger-

gely Urban.

Premier League Cham-
pions (from left to
right): Zsolt Szarka,
Bradley Tuttle, Gergely
Urban (Coach), Daniel
Wright and Sam

Cowan.
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OVER 60s Champions of Division |b — County

Championships

Do you have table
tennis memorabilia
that could be photo-
graphed, copied etc
which can be loaded
onto our website?
Please contact the edi-

tor.

Eli Baraty & Adam Reed—

Men’s Doubles Champions
Wembley & Harrow Closed -

see page 8 for details.

Would you like to volunteer?
Do you have some spare time?
If yes to both, why not contact
Doreen Stannard and join the
MTTA Committee and help us

improve TT in Middlesex

The County’s Over 60’s
team comprising of Dave
Crowley, Chris Pickard,
Paolo Cheng, Alan Boyle,
lan Mablin and Lorna Slifkin
won all their matches in
Division Ib gaining promo-
tion to the Premier Divi-

sion nest year.

Team Captain - Alan Boyle
had this to say “The squad
of Dave Crowley, Chris
Pickard, Paulo Cheng, lan
Mablin, Alan Boyle and
Lorna Slifkin performed
exceptionally well and won

all of their six matches to
finish with al00% record.
Chris Pickard won all his
matches, singles and dou-

bles.

“l would like to thank Ash-
ford Table Tennis for use
of their facilities for the
two weekends and Mal-
colm Makarian for organis-

ing the two weekends.”

Seasoned players Chris
Pickard and Dave Crowley
were undoubtedly the

linchpins of the side. Chris
won all matches (singles
and doubles) he played in
and Dave only lost only

one singles match.

The results of the team
can be found on our web-
site at http://
middlesextta.org.uk/
C OUNTY -

CHAMPIONSHIPS.php

Alan Boyle

£50 Competition - “Give Me A Name”

This Newsletter is now 2
years old. It need a re-
vamp, so to initiate the
change, we have a compe-

tition for our readers.

Give this newsletter a
name! The winning entry
will be the best name ad-
judged by the competition

panel.

To enter, send your entry
to “Give Me a Name Com-
petition”, Middlesex TTA,
C/O Tony Dias, 7 North
Way, Uxbridge UBIO
ING. Entry fee per name
is 50 pence. Cheques to be
made payable to Middlesex
Table Tennis Association.
The winner will receive
vouchers of the value of

£50.

You can send in as many
names as you like, but re-
member for each name ,

the fee is 50 pence.

The last date for entries is
I6th April 2012.

Please note, no e-mail en-
tries will be accepted.

Tin Tin wins Sussex Junior 2%

Tin-Tin far right

Sixty-four players entered
the 2nd Sussex Series Jun-
jor 2 Star on |4th Jan at
K2 Leisure Centre. One of
them was Middlesex’s top

cadet & junior Tin-Tin Ho.

Top seed for the event
was Yolanda King of Sus-
sex, who in Group | lost
twice to Angharad Phillips
and Yuki Wat. In group 2,

Tin-Tin who was seeded 3
behind Tressa Armitage of
Hampshire, played well
enough to go through as
group winner remaining
unbeaten. As a conse-
quence, she took her place
in group A along with
Tressa, Maria Tsaptsinos
from group 2 and Megan &
Angharad Phillips and Yuki

Wat from group |.

In this round robin group,
Tin-Tin once again came

through unbeaten.

Her reward for her efforts
was a cool £500 -cash

prize.
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Good Start by Middlesex Junior Second Team in
County Championships

The team comprising of
David and Charlie Rahbani,
Omar Khassal, Hiba Feredj,
Denise Payet travelled to
Cippenham TTC for the
first half of the fixtures for
the Junior County 2D

matches.

The County Premier Ca-
det team matches also
took place during this
weekend. Consequently
the numbers of players
available for selection were
somewhat restricted.
Charlie Austen who | had
originally selected got in-
jured in school two days
before the match. Charlie
Rahbani was called in as

late replacement.

Just half an hour before we
were due to play Wilt-
shire, another coach
Bhavin Savjani informed me
that Omar Khassal was
needed to play for the
Middlesex Premier Cadet
team as someone from the
team pulled out at the last
moment. So we played
Wiltshire with a player
short. However with 2

very talented and skilful
girls in our team and with
David Rahbani playing very
well and we come through
winning the match 7-3 de-
spite having to concede

two games.

After several phone calls |
managed to get Shane
Clark and Timur Hashimi
to play for us in the next
match against Surrey. Sur-
rey had highly ranked boys
in Lewis Bray, Mickel Miller
and George Harris. How-
ever | had hope, as our
girls were much stronger
than theirs. David, playing
at No | position lost both
his games closely to Lewis
and Mickel. However
Shane and Timur played
extremely well as both of
them beat George Harris
who is a higher rank player
on paper. With our girls
winning their matches, we
won the match 6-4. It was

close!!!!

Our last match on the day
was against Oxfordshire.
They did not have any
highly ranked players.

YOUR COUNTY NEEDSYOU!!!

Having served on the Mid-
dlesex Committee for 44
years, I am concerned for
our County, firstly the de-
mise of the Senior Closed
Championships, now fol-
lowed by the Junior
Closed, both due to the
lack of support from the

leagues.

Does this information stop

at the league secretary and
is not passed onto league
members? We haven’t run
Junior trials for a few years,
again lack of an organizer.
Now the
Competitions are about to

fold. The

Committee is also strug-

Inter—League
Management

gling to keep things going,

our Chairman Michael

However, they were a
very hard working team,
especially the two girls
who looked to be better
than their ranking. | also
had a selection problem as
| had four boys in the
team. Charlie Rabhani as
always was so sporting,
offered to stand down as
Shane and Timur were
playing very well for the
team. David played as
No | and won both his
matches; Shane beat their
No 3 and Timur beat their
No 2; Hiba won her two
games and had a 100%
record for the day Denise
won one and lost her first
game of the day. We won

the match 7-3.

After three matches
MIDDX are currently top

of the division.

The highlight for me was
the commitment of the
boys Charlie, Timur and
Shane prepared to play
with  short notice. In
Shane’s case spending his
own money on mini cab
fare to get to the match

with seconds to spare.

Close taking on the task of
Hon,
again due to the lack of a

General = Secretary,
volunteer. Surely there is
somebody out there willing
to play a small part to keep
our county alive. Please
pass on the plight of our
county association to your
league members, you never
know there might be some-

This is commitment of the
highest order!!! Thank you.

Kwok Ha

Team Manager

Shane & Timur with coach Eli

“The highlight for me
was the commitment of
the boys Charlie, Timur
and Shane prepared to
play with short notice. “

Would you like to express an
opinion on Table Tennis or on
the activities of the M.T.T.A?
You can do so by either enter-
ing it on our BLOG pages on
the website or write to the

editor.

You could also tell us what
would you like to see on our

Website?

body wﬂling to help.

Doreen Stannard - Deputy
Chairman
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Sussex and Middlesex
once more dominated
the County
Championships
Cadets Premier
Division

Enter the “Give Me a
Name Competition”

Register on the web-
site to ensure that
you receive the news-
letters and updates.
Why not blog and get

other opinions...

Zaid Doraid—R-Up Intermedi-
ate Singles Wembley & harrow

Closed ......Report page 8

Sussex

thumped
Yorkshire 9-1 whilst
Middlesex just beat
Cleveland in a hard
fought 6-4 victory

Middlesex Cadets - Runners Up in County
Championships

Sussex and Middlesex once more dominated
the County Championships Cadets Premier
Division which was played over one weekend
at Weavers Leisure Centre, Wellingborough,
as the two former winners completed the
weekend in the top two positions with Sus-
sex on this occasion coming out on top.

There was nothing to choose between the
teams when they met during the last round
of fixtures but a second round loss by Mid-
dlesex to Lincolnshire during Saturday’s play
gave Middlesex an uphill task from early in

the campaign.

Round |

The top two counties began their campaign
with straightforward 9-1 victories as Middle-
sex beat newcomers Staffordshire and an-
other new team to the Premier Division,
Lincolnshire, found Sussex too hot to handle.
There was also wins for Glamorgan who
beat Cleveland 6-4 while Yorkshire beat

Worcestershire 7-3.

Round 2

Sussex continued on their way with a 7-3 win
over Cleveland but the shock of the round
saw Lincolnshire record a 6-4 win over Mid-
dlesex with Tom Jarvis leading the way for
Lincolnshire with two wins and all his team
mates; Matt Leete, Will Ross, Olivia Chur-
chill and Hannah Noutch, pitching in to take

one win apiece to secure the victory.

Staffordshire got off the mark with an 8-2
win over Worcestershire whilst Yorkshire

and Glamorgan fought out a tough draw.

Round 3

Sussex thumped Yorkshire 9-1 whilst Middle-
sex just beat Cleveland in a hard fought 6-4
victory while the round and day was com-
pleted with a couple of 9-1 wins as Glamor-
gan consolidated their overnight second spot
by beating Worcestershire and Lincolnshire

soundly beat Staffordshire.

County Team Matches Points

Played

Sussex 3 6
Glamorgan 3 5
Middlesex 3 4
Lincolnshire 3 4
Yorkshire 3 3
Staffordshire 3 2
Cleveland 3 0
Round 4

Sunday morning saw Sussex tighten their
grip with a 10-0 victory against Worces-
tershire, who were struggling to keep up
with the pace meaning they looked fa-

vourites for the drop.

Middlesex beat Yorkshire 8-2 and Gla-
morgan continued their fine run of form
with another win as they beat Stafford-
shire 7-3. The round of matches finished
with a 6-4 victory by Cleveland over

Lincolnshire.

Round 5

Middlesex and Sussex both recorded 9-1
victories against Worcestershire and
Glamorgan respectively and Cleveland
leap frogged about Yorkshire by virtue of
a 7-3 victory over Staffordshire with
Yorkshire and Lincolnshire sharing the

spoils at 5 all.

Round 6

Round six saw wins again once more for
Sussex and Middlesex as Sussex beat
Staffordshire 9-1 which relegated the
Potteries side and Middlesex beating
Glamorgan 7-3 which left the top two
still in contention with each other to
face in the final match but with Sussex

having a massive sets advantage.

Contd page 7
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Cadets Runners-Up in County Championships

Lincolnshire beat already
relegated Worcestershire
10-0 and the quartet of
matches was completed by
the clash between York-
shire and Cleveland which
made no change to the

table.

Round 7

Although there was a slight
mathematical chance that
Middlesex could overhaul
Sussex, due to their shock
loss to Lincolnshire, Mid-
dlesex were two points
behind going into the final
round of matches as the

two foes faced each other.

In reality due to a hugely
superior sets advantage
Sussex only needed one
more rubber to take the
title and this was taken

care of in the very first
match as Helshan Weeras-
inghe sealed the champion-
ship with an 3-1 (11-7, 10-
12, 11-9, 11-7) victory

over Daniel Wright.

With the title now decided
an air of relaxation de-
scended over the match
and the counties fought
out a thrilling battle with
never more than one set
between the teams, and it
took a final set victory by
Jack Bennett over Omar
Khassal 11-5 1'1-5 8-11 I1-

7 to give Sussex a draw.

Lincolnshire and Glamor-
gan also fought out a thrill-
ing draw in their last match
to consolidate their re-
spectable third and
fourth spots, and with the
fate of Staffordshire and

Worcestershire already
determined, the only re-
maining issue was the
county who would join

them in being relegated.

On this occasion it was
Yorkshire who, despite a
6-4 victory against Staf-
fordshire, were just
headed by Cleveland who
beat Worcestershire 8-2 in
their final match and kept
their premiership place on
a superior sets advantage.
Yorkshire may consider
themselves slightly unfor-
tunate being relegated on
seven points but they must
now look forward to life in
Division One for at least

one season.

Courtesy of ETTA Barry
Snowden - County Cham-

pionships Press Officer

With the title now
decided an air of
relaxation descended
over the match and
the counties fought
out a thrilling battle
with  never more
than one set
between the teams,
and it took a final
set victory by Jack
Bennett over Omar
Khassal [11-5 [11-5
811 11-7 to give
Sussex a draw.

N\

Doris Moors An Extraordinary Volunteer

chester.

bury Triangle Club.

sociation Merit Award.

Michael Close.

Table Tennis has a great deal to thank Doris for and she is fondly remembered."

"It was with great sadness that Middlesex heard of the death last year of Life Member, Doris Moors.

Doris was a very active member of the Middlesex Executive Committee from 1973 until 1995 when she retired to Dor-

Doris undertook a variety of roles for the Middlesex Table Tennis Association, including Minutes Secretary and organis-
ing, refereeing and umpiring Tournaments. She was also both a Table Tennis and Tennis playing member at the Gunners-

Doris was a stalwart of the Civil Service Table Tennis Association both as a player and administrator, including being the
Secretary of the London Civil Service League for 10 years. In recognition of this service, she received a Civil Service As-

Doris was also active at National Level being an E.-T.T.A. Vice President and a recipient of the Maurice Goldstein Merit
Award. She was Secretary and Administrator of the ETTA National Team Competitions from 1988 to 2006 but was
probably best known as a National Referee and International Umpire. She officiated at various events throughout the
world including Ireland, Jersey, Netherlands, Austria, Slovakia, Yugoslavia and Isle of Man. She was Referee at a European

Cup Match in the Netherlands and took the English Para team to Vienna for the World Disabled Championships.
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Jogenes Senorin. Vets
I'st team member

VETS Over 40’s round-up

Our Ist team have strug-
gled so far to maintain
their position in Div Ib
having lost 3 out of 4 and

they will prevail. Will Co-
stas come to the rescue?!?

The 2nd team played their

drawn the other.
2nd set of matches on 21st

January and won | and
In the 2nd set of matches drew one. They  beat
they lost to Avon 3-7 and Herefordshire 6-4 and

drew with Kent 3 5-5.
Captain Farhat Rasul had
to call on Les Samuels as a

drew with Sussex 2 5-5.

On 25th February they
played their last set of
matches, won |, drew |
and lost one. They have

finished mid-table.

reserve.

With 3 matches remaining,
they have an uphill task,
against Surrey 2, Surrey 3

and Dorset but hopefully
The 3rd team played their

last match on the 25th
February and drew, finish-
ing just above the rele-
gated teams. The 4th & 5th
teams have yet to play
their final fixtures and are
expected to finish mid-

table.

The last set of matches are
scheduled to be played at

the end of March.

Tony Dias

Have you any pictures or

In Pictures-Past Middlesex players

- r=

Helen Williams

Left Right

Andrew Barden
Right

photos that we could use?
Please e-mail them to the
editor.
v A, v K7
The late Doris Moors pictured
with members of the Wilmot
Winning team from Wembley
& Harrow |lr >> James
J Sprackling, Doris  Moors,
Marco Essomba, Christian
Hundhausen and Jason

SPONSORS!!!

Sugrue.
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Ellenborough TTC .... Continued from page |

Would Ellenborough get
over the last hurdle and
clinch the title? They had
to beat Olop-Impact to win
the title. The 3-3 draw the
previous day was a fair
reflection of the relative
strength of the teams. The
first match was crucial with
Bradley Tuttle beating
Liam McTiernan (England
No. 6) and in so doing
overturning a loss from the
previous day. With one
hand on the trophy, Ellen-
borough weren’t going to
let it slip and ran out con-

vincing 4-2 winners.

Whilst Zsolt Szarka and
Bradley Tuttle will un-
doubtedly get the head-
lines with six wins out of
six and five wins out of six
respectively in the “Super
League”, Sam Cowan and
Daniel Wright played an
important part for the

team.

Sam’s win over Matthew
Outhwaite (Burton Ux-
bridge) in the penultimate
game was very important
in terms of stamping Ellen-
borough’s authority on the
“Super League”. He also
registered an important
win over Michael Fraser

(Grantham Tornadoes),
amongst others, earlier in
the regular season. Daniel
Wright had an impressive

win over Billy Forster
(Ormesby) in the regular

season.

When asked for his reac-
tion, club Coaching Offi-
cer, Nick McCoy said “Still
not sure how this hap-
pened.... | think nobody

is..... Well done boys!!! “.

After regaining his compo-
sure, McCoy explained; “In
the Premier League a lot of
teams include star players
brought in from elsewhere.
However, Ellenborough
TTC has always prided
itself in developing local
youngsters. The fact that
three of our four Premier
League winning players are
local to the club is testa-
ment to that fact. Success
like this doesn’t happen

overnight.

A few years ago the club
reorganised its coaching
structure so that young-
sters have a player path-
way all the way from local
level to national level. It’s
great that the benefits are
being realised in Olympic
Year!” McCoy went on; “A
lot of credit must go to
Gergely Urban and his
team of coaches: Tibor
Kadar, Zoltan Hosszu and
Kristina Dimitrova. After a
season totalling 10 fixtures,

Zsolt Szarka (right)

Premier League Champions (from left
to right): Gergely Urban (Coach),

Sam Cowan, Daniel Wright, Bradley
Tuttle and Zsolt Szarka. (left)

the boys clearly produced
their best table tennis in
the final three matches.
That is not luck. It is a re-
sult of the training, includ-
ing fitness work, that their
coaches have put them
through during the season.
Finally, I'd like to thank our
new club sponsors Bribar
Table Tennis and Gan-
nett Foundation which
have supported the club

this season. “

Liam Hope, Sports Devel-
opment Officer at the
Tottenham  Hotspur|
Foundation, said that
“the Premier League 4
Sport programme has en-
abled the Tottenham Hot-
spur Foundation to work
closely with Ellenborough,
one of the most respected
Table Tennis clubs in the

country.

It is fantastic that the clubs
junior section is thriving so
much and the success of|
the junior boys team gives
all young table tennis play-
ers locally and on our pro-
grammes something to
aspire to. They are testa-
ment to the success of the
club and a credit to them-

selves.”

Roger Close

“That is not luck. It
is a result of the
training,  including
fitness work, that
their coaches have
put them through
during the season.”

Nick McCoy

oy

If your colleagues who do
not have access to the Inter-
net want a copy of this
Newsletter, please provide
name and address to the
editor in an e-mail and a

printed copy will be sent.

Did you know that in 1997-
1998 there were 12 volun-
teers in the Management
Committee of The Wem-
bley & Harrow TT League.
Today there are only 8, The
committee is looking for
volunteers to help them
run the league and promote
table tennis in the Wembley
& Harrow and surrounding
areas. Please contact Steve

Leven if you can volunteer.
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Omar Khassal
Daniel Wright

Senyo Owusu

Eda Emel Aydin
Samantha Lai

Denise Payet

Eli Baraty retains title

The finals of the W&H
TTL Closed Champion-
ships were held at Eastcote
TTC on 23rd February

2012.

The night began with the
Intermediate finals which
saw a clash between team
mates Zaid Doraid & Mi-
cah Salmon. In a battle of
counter topspins and

blocking Micah won 3-2.

The Men’s Singles Semi-
Finals followed and a domi-
nant “Jojo” Senorin won
his match against Ryan
Maynard. On next was
Costas Papantoniou playing
against Eli Baraty. In the
league matches they had
shared the spoils each win-
ning once, so it was all to

play for. Eli won the first
quite comfortably, then
Costas fought back and
won the next to make it
one all and was leading in
the 3rd game 7-5 only for
Eli to win 12-10. The 4th
game was dominated by Eli

winning it | 1-4.

The Minor Singles was on
next and Lucas Papanto-
niou won a hard fought

match against Nadeem
Aslam. [1-13, 13-11, I1-9,
[1-9.

After the Interval, Costas
was on for his second
match of the night against
Jojo in the Veteran Finals.
Jojo was out of the block
in a flash and won the first
2 quite comfortably. Not

many thought Costas had
any chance of regaining this
title he lost last year. But
Costas being a wily sea-
soned campaigner that he
is fought back and won the
next 3, the last game in
style 11-2 and put a happy

smile on his countenance.

The Men’s Doubles was a
thrilling affair with Eli &
Adam Reed pipping Gary
Morgan and Jojo Senorin
[1-4,8-11, 11-8, 11-13, 11-
7

Finally the last match was
Jojo’s 4th and Eli’s 3rd for
the Men’s Singles crown.
Jojo was powerful and
clever in the Ist, and part
of the 2nd, but then Eng-

land ranked 39 put on a

BB I D G E
(WHOLESALE)
LONDON

Sponsors of Middlesex Table
Tennis Association

ELI BARATY

power packed loop attack
to win 8-11, 11-9, II-5,
[1-9 and retain his title he

won last year.
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